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KARMAYOGI SWAMI BRAHMANANDA SARASWATI

It is well known that "One Look, one touch, one word" of Mahatma can transform one's life.
Swami Brahmananda Saraswalti is regarded as one of the world teachers who brought about a

spiritual awakening in millions of people.
BIRTH-29, APRIL 1918 (Akshaya Tritiya)

Born at Sudampur situated on the bank of Utkal Ganga Baitarani River 30 Kms. South
of Bhadrak and 12 kms. North-east of Jajpur a sacred historical town. His father Kalicharan and

mother Shovadevi were fortunate parents of the child, his life was sage and suffering.
EDUCATION 1923-1935

Primary Education at native village Sccondary Education at Jajpur High School

Learning of Sanskrit from Scholars in different institutions.
1936-1946
Visiting of holy places in India and deeply thought about true knowledge of God.

Joining in Indipendence movement being inspired by Ishwarlal Vyas an associatc of
Mahatma Gandhi. Participated in 1942 non-violence movement. He was one of the earliest to

challenge the British rule in India.

CAREER 1947-1950
Left for Calcutta on [ 5th April 1947

Served as volunteer at Sodpur (24 Pragana) during visit of Mahatma Gandhi. He had an
opportunity to visit Nuakhali with Mahatmajee. Joined in Arya Samaj and organized Samities
for Vedic Dharma Prachar. Founded voluntary organizations for service to humanity. On
Basant Panchami 1950 left Calcutta for Balangir as Nasthik Brahmachari and worked for Arya

Samaj.
1951-1952

Established Vedic Kutir at Sunamudi and organized Vishwashanti Mahayanja on

Maghapurnima 1951 which continued for 7 days in the district of Balangir, Odisha.

SANNYAS DIKSHA
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On Basanta Panchami day of 1953 at Bankipur, Patna (Bihar) received Sannyas Diksha
from Guru Swami Abhedanand Saraswati on the occasion of Annual Day Celebration of Arya
Pratinidhi Sabha, Bihar.

1953-61

Gurukul pratistha & arya samaj Organisation.

While at Agra (U.P.) Utkal Keshari Dr. Harekrushna Mahatab called him to Odisha

through Guru Swami Abhedanandjec.

"Vedvyas" one of famous holy places of Odisha was selected as main centre for his
works. The priest Gadadhar Dehuri donated 10 acres of land and Vedic Ashram established on

the day of Aunla Navami 1954.
Started his true services among Adivasis and worked to save their origin religion.

Leaders like Nirmal Munda, Sukra Munda, Temba Bhagat and others associated him

and then 17 thousand Adibasis returned to their own Sanatan Dharma on conversion.

Established schools at Loaram, Gudhiali, Sorada, Chatta and other places in Sundargarh
Districts. His work was linked with Sarvadeshik Arya Pratinidhi Sabha, New Delhi and All

India Dayananda Salvation Mission, Punjab.
Arya Samaj, Rourkela and D.A.V School at Bisra Road, Rourkela were started in 1958.
Arya Samaj, Hirakud was also established by his efforts.

1959-1996

Gurukul Vedic Ashram at first Gurukul institution in Odisha was inaugurated at Vedic
Ashram by Dr. Harekrushna Mahatab on the day of Maha Shivratree, 1960.

Swami Shivananda Tirth, a scholar of Sanskrit became the first Kulapati of the Gurukul.
Acharya Harisharan and Pt. Despal Dixit of Gurukul Jhajjar (Ilariyana) were engaged as
teachers.

AS FOUNDER OF OTHER INSTITUTIONS

Institutions one by one opened in different places of Odisha. Gurukul Ashram Amsena

in Nuapada District (Presently Managed by Swami Dharmananda Saraswati). Kalyan Ashram,

(v)
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Thalkudi, (Jajpur), Veda Vidyalaya, Dasarathpur (Jajpur), Arya Kanya Gurukul, Tanarada
(Ganjam), Tapobana Shanti Ashram, Raikia (Kandhamal), Arsha Kanya Gurukul, Gundargan
(Kandhamal), Maharshi Dayananda High School, Katingia (Kandhamal), Vedvyas Gaushala,
Vedvyas, Rourkela S.T.D.A.V. High School, Lungei, Vedvyas, Rourkela, Vedic Satsang
Ashram, Thakurhat (Kendrapara), Mahapurush Sanakrit Vidyalaya, Kanjaipal (Bhadrak),
Gurukul Sanskrit Vidyapitha, Pinchhabania (Balasore), Vedic Satsang Yogashram, Chitra
(Puri), Dayanand Vedic Ashram, Ghens (Bargarh), Patkhanda Primary School, Chanchedi
(Kandhamal), Swami Shradhananda M.E. School, Firingia (Kandhamal), Vedic Satsang
Ashram Danapadar (Ganjam), Gurukul Vedvyas Sanskrit Maha Vidyalaya (Sundargarh),

Bhorukha Health Centre, (Kandhamal).
Relief work (1960-2001)

Swamijee could reach with his team with food and clothing in affected areas of flood,
cyclone and drought for Arya Samaj Relief work at the actual time when distressed people

needed after nature calamity.
AS RECIPIENT OF DR. MAHATAB AWARD

Received Mahatab Award from Sri Biju Patnaik, the then Chief Minister of Odisha on

2nd January 1991 for his best services to the society.

Swamiji virtually awakened the moral and spiritual consciousness in the hearts of

people. Even in ill health his works inspire greatest thinkers today.

2001, 6th September, after returning from Relief work he fell ill suddenly and died at

Bhubaneswar.
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GUIDELINE

L. Paper should be prepared with inl0 pages.

2. Your paper should be recommended by an cminent scholar (Professor/Associate
Professor/PhD  Guide) of concern field. Send the pdf and soft copy of your paper
with recommendation of the scholar to vyasasril2(@gmail. Send a message to the contact

n0.7003415810 that you have sent the paper.

3. Your paper will be send to our export committee for approval.
Guide line for the preparation of an article for VYASASHREE, ISSN 2320-2025
A. PRINTING AREA OF THE PAPER

Length- 17¢m

Wide-10.5 cm

Letter size- 13 for Hindi/Devanagari (Unicode font)

11 English (Arial Normal)

B. PAPER FORMAT

1. Title of the Paper (all capital). Font size-16

2. Authors' name-Font size 13

3. Abstract- Font Size 12

4. Key words (italic). Font size 12

5. Introduction. Font size 12

6. Main Topic. Font size 12

(x)
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7. Conclusion. Font size 12

8. Foot Note. Font size 09

9. List of Reference Book s. (Author, Name of the Publisher, Publication ycar) Font size 09
10. Page limit. 6 to 10

All interested scholars are requested to prepare their research paper as per guide line to avoid

the printing hazard.
The paper not followed the above guide line may be rejected at final stage.

N. B. The submitted papers are reviewed by the Board of Referees and Lditorial Board. Only

the selected papers are published in the journal. So, it takes three to six months to publish a

paper.
Dr. Buddheswar Sarangi

Chief Editor, Vyasashree
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Abstract

The great Sanskrit epic poems (Upajivyakavyas) are finished literary outputs which
transmit Vedic ideals and vision through the poetic excellence reflected in the
Ramayana and the Mahabharata. These texts are the encyclopaedic literature of
human wisdom that lead men to realise the four ends of human life- dharma
(righteous conduct), artha (material prosperity), k&ma (sensual and other covetable
pleasures), moksa (release from worldly bondages and cycles of life as well). Now
with critical study, vision, analysis, and interpretation this article attempts to prove
how these long epic poems are endowed with the power to instruct the paths of the
generations of common people and uncommon poets simultaneously.

Key Words: Epic, Ramayana, Mahabharata, ltihasa, Vamasramadharma

00. Introduction

The great Indian epic poems are the Ramayana and the Mahabharata. In India the
epic poetry (Upajivyakavya) has got its beginning in the early Vedic period. The
Rgveda has the hymns of narrative character and short legends both in prose and
poetry known by the terms of gathas, narasamsis, itihdsas etc. which are seen
especially in Brahmin literature. The prose tales found in the Nirukta and the
Brhaddevata contain the same in metrical lines. In Vedic literature the stories are
found narrated through atita, &khyéana, puranaitihdsa, and katha. ltihdsapurana as a
separate branch of study was termed as fifth Veda which was meant to please the
gods. lts popular character is proved by its close relationship in study with
Atharvaveda: Rgvedarh, bhagavah, adhyeymi, yajurvedarh, samavedam,
atharvavedamcaturtham, itihasapuranampaficamam, VedanamVedam...(chandogya
UP, VII.1-2: Radhakrishnan, 468). In addition to itihdsapurana the other texts by
which the gods were pleased are gathanaréasamsi(praise songs of men). These are
considered to be actual fore-runners of heroic epics. This may be above doubt that
during Vedic period there were professional story-tellers known by the names
aitihdsikas and paurdnikas. Having no much essential difference all of them meant
old tales. The purpose was the narration of the stories of the famous kings and gods
of hoary antiquity. When purana means old story (puranavam), itihasa (iti-ha-asa)
means “as it were” and they are found closely associated with each other in old
literature. Veda-Vyasa calls the Jaya part of the Mahabharata as samhita, purana,
akhyana, upakhyana, katha, itihasa, kavya etc. (Mahabharata ‘Mbh’ 1.2.383-389).
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The poetic excellences get birth from the nice delineations of itihasa as from the five
elements of nature (Paricabhita) three earthly creations (adhyatmika, adhidaivika,
adhibhautika) get their manifestation. He had in his mind the subtle differences and
special characteristics of all the above genres and used all such terms to project that
an epic is a class of literature and an encyclopaedia of vast learning materials:

Itihasottamadasmajjayante kavibuddhayah |
paficabhya iva bhitebhyo lokasamvidhayastrayah Il (Mbh, 1.2.385)

Similarly Ramayana is also known as sarhhitd (caturvirh$a-sahastri-sarnhita),
akhyana and kavya (Ram, 1.2-9 cf. Krishamachariar, P.2). In the extant Sanskrit
literature when itihdsa corresponds to an epic, purana refers to a series of narrations
to explain cosmological and theological tenents. Thus purdapna bears five
characteristics or paficalaksanas as it deals with five topics like creation, recreation,
geneology of the Gods, period of Manus, and history of royal races. In a broad sense
epic literature in India consists of itihasas and purapas and Ramayana and
Mahabharata belong to the former class (Krishnamachariar, P.3) preach the
principles of poetry to the poets in making.

01. The Ramayana

In India Valmiki is honoured as adikavi, the first ornate poet and his Raméayana is the
first ornate epic-poem or adikavya. This epic has always been the model to which
the subsequent Indian authors have accepted with admiration. The essential
character of this work lies in the fact that it lays greater stress on form that presents
matter and content of poetry. The almkéras (figures of speech) like similes, (poetic
figures of sense), alliterations etc.(the figures of sound) are used abundantly. The
epic descriptions are heaped up with similes and the description of nature are
endlessly woven with ever new metaphors and epithets. Thus the earliest beginning
of classical ornate poetry (kavya) is seen in the Ramayana (Winternitz, 1.455) The
second chapter of the Ramayana Balakanda explains the origin of $loka-metre which
spontaneously got emanated from the mouth of the poet at the sight of a pathetic
incident. Once in the morning when Valmiki went out to the forest for sacrificial grass
and faggots, he saw a pair of Kraufica birds on the branch of a tree with their joyful
twittering notes. Suddenly a hunter mercilessly killed the male bird by the arrow. It
was helplessly weltering on the ground in its own blood. The bereaved female bird
cried piteously. There the heart of the sage was moved by intense pathos and
spontaneously a verse in $loka-metre came out from his mouth:

Nisamya rudatirh krauficimidarmvacanmavravit |
ma nisada pratistam tvamagamah $asvatih samah |
yat krauficamithunadekamavadhih kamamohitam Il (Ramayapa ‘Ram’, 1.2.14-15)

The sage’s heart was struck with wonder and joy at the involuntary expression of this
measured poetry. The critic of his self discovered that it was metrical rhythmic
utterance and he said to his pupils with surprise:
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Sokartenasyasakunehkimidarnvyahrtarnmaya ll (Ram.,1.2.16)

At the sight of the pathetic shirking of this bird what is it that emanated from my
mouth ?

padabaddho’ ksarasamastantri-laya-samanvitah |
Sokartasyapravrtto me $lokobhavatunanyatha |l (Ram, 1.2.18)

The four steps of the verse is uttered with eight equal syllables. That which got
spontaneous manifestation from me who was over powered by pathos shall be
nothing but poetry ($loka) or rthymic utterance.

This incident explains that:

The function of the poet and critic is idential in their understanding and feeling for the
characters, their emotions etc. The poet is superior to the critic, for he possesses the
creative genius and the expressive power which furnish to the critic poetry that
forces him to have the same understanding and feeling as the poet; the critic falls
short of the poet, for he seeks poetry to aid his imagination to think and feel with the
poet. The poet is valued to the extent to which his poetry evokes in the critic this
understanding and the sense of bliss (Sankaran, 8-9).

That the Kraufica incident in the life Valmiki was the occasion for spontaneous
overflow of powerful poetic expressions is accepted and authenticated by the great
poets like Kalidasa and Bhavabhuti (cf. Raghu, XIV.70 &Uttarar, 11.5). Thus
Anandavardhana believes in this tradition and looks upon Valmiki as the father of the
theory of Rasa in poetry. (Sankaran, 10)

01.1 Ramayana: The Grasp of Thematic flow

The story of the Ramayana begins with an account of the city of Ayodhya with the
mighty king Dasaratha as the ruler. He had three wives like Kausalya, Kaikei,
&Sumitra who gave birth to four sons. Rama and Bharata were born to Kausalya and
Kaikei respectively. Sumitra had two sons named Laksmana and Satrughna. At the
approach of old age Dasaratha announced his desire in a great assembly to make
Rama the heir-apparent. Kaikei wishing to make her son Bharata the heir-apparent
reminded Dasaratha regarding his offer of two boons which she has not yet availed.
She asked the king to appoint Bharata as his successor and to banish Rama for
fourteen years. With great distress and dismay the king on the date of the coronation
sent Rama to exile. Ramaclamly accepted the order considering father's command
as the highest of his duty. Sita&Laksmana accompanied her to the forest. The king
shocked by grief separated him from Kaikei, stayed with Rama’s mother Kausalya
and died lamenting the banished son. Rama lived with his wife and brother in
Citrakdfa forest. In Ayodhya, when summoned to the throne, Bharata refused and
went to the forest to bring back Rama. Rama though moved deeply by brotherly love
he declined the offer to fulfil the vow of exile. Bharata came back with golden
embroidered shoes (Kathau) of Rama and keeping the shoes on the throne started
dispensing justice on behalf of his brother.
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Thereafter Rdma started combating with many demons in the Dandaka forest, who
poised terrible threat to the pious hermits. With the advice of the sgeAgastya he
procured weapons of Indra and slayed many demons. Their chief Ravana being
revengeful transforms one of his followers to a golden deer which appeared before
Sita. When both Rama and Laksmana were engaged to catch it, Ravana came in the
guise of an ascetic and perforce abducted Sitd through chariot. On the way the
vulture King Jatayu terribly attacked Ravana in the sky and was slayed. On the way
of his search Rama performed the funeral rites of the vulture king. Thereafter he
made friendship with Hanumat, and Sugriva, the chief of the monkeys.With their help
he killed the terrible giant Bali, who abducted the wife of Sugriva, his brother.
Hanumat crossed flying over the ocean by his supernatural power and located Sita in
the Asoka-forest of the demon king Ravana. There she delivedRama’s ring to Sita
and destroying the groves etc he came back after killing many demons there.
Thereafter the monkeys miraculously made a bridge on the ocean and Rama’s army
reached lanka. After terrible war Rama slayed Ravana and got back Sita. Sita had to
pass through an ordeal of fire to prove her purity. RamacorronatedBibhisana, the
brother of Ravana to the throne there and joyfully returned to Ayodhya with Sitd and
reigned gladly and gloriously over the subjects of Ayodhya with the co-operation of
his loving brother Bharata. Besides, the Ra@mayana contains very many interesting
episodes like the descent of the Ganges to earth, the conflict of Visvamitra and
Vasistha and many others.

This epic story is very powerful and popular down to the ages. No other Sanskrit
literary art has enjoyed a greater popularity in India than this epic. This is the source
book (Upajivya) for Sanskrit kdvyas, poems and plays, and still captivates the hearts
of millions of Indians till date.

yavatsthasyantigirayahsaritaScamahitale |
tavadramayanikathalokesupracarigyati 1l (Ram, 1.2.36)

As long as the mountain-ranges are there and as long as rivers flow on earth, so
long this story of R&mayana shall continue to remain on the lips of the people.

01.2 Ramayana: Message to the Poets in Making

The instructions of this epic to the poets and the poets in making may be read as
follows:

This epic is modeled after the Vedic ideals of the social order of four castes
(Brahmana, ksatriya, Vaisya, Sudra) and four stages of life (Brahmacarya,
Garhastya, Vanaprastha, and Yativrata). Observation of varnasramadharma led man
with purity of thoughts and action to meet the four goals of life gradually and
successively (Dharma, Artha, Kama, &Moksa). The effect of the study of the epic
may be noted as follows:

pathan dvijo vagrsavatvamiyat syatksatriyo bhamipatitvamiyat |

vanigjanah punyaphalatvamiya jjanasca sadro’pimahatvamiyat I/
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(Ram, 1.1.100)

This verse promises justice for the caste-order. By reading this a Brahmin becomes
a distinguished orator, a ksatriva (warrior) becomes a landlord, a vaisya
(businessman) yields pious result, and a Sddra (a person in public service) achieves
greatness and excellence.

Keeping the above points in view the text puts that human emotion is the source and
the content of poetry. The poetic excellence comes through rhythmic ulterances that
surface through metres like Sloka (anustup) etc. The poets enjoy the freedom of
expression of truth through various narrative devices like akhyanas, upakhyanas etc.
The figures of speech like upama, riapaka, alliteration etc are the spontaneous
natural ways adopted by the poets. The poet must keep in mind the ideal characters
for an ideal society of peace, progress, co-operation, and prosperity. In this epic all
the characters justify their ideal stand till the end. The characters who are against the
social order are bound to meet their end. The ideal society shall take care to
eliminate them. The prosperity of an individual citizen is linked to the prosperity of
the society at large. The epic instructs that in an ideal society all must have work in
hand as per the prescribed social order. The women are to be respected, the
children are to be protected, and education be imparted to one and all as per
requirement effectively.

The great teaching of Ramayana is that no matter however powerful, the evil will
always be over powered and defeated by good. The sweetest lie has the darkest
agenda behind it and the truth always triumphs. It teaches positive attitude towards
life with a spirit of service and sacrifice for the common good.

02. Mahabharata

Introduction: Vyasadeva'sMahabharata is the longest epic poem ever known to
literary history. Its present form consists of over one lakh metrical stanzas, equal to
about eight times of both lliad and odyssey put together. Therefore in the
Sabhaparvan it is said that Mahabharata is a great compendium of mundane and
supra-mundane  wisdom: mahattvad  bharvattvdcca  mahabharatamucyate
(Mbh.1.2.274)

Besides this means the history of the great battle of Bharatas:
tanmahabharatakhyanamsrutvaivapravillyate |
bharatanammahajjanmamahabharatamucyate |l

(Mbh, 1.62.39 cf. Mbh., 14,81.8)

The epic is divided into eighteen parvans (books) with Harivamsa, the nineteenth
one as the suppliment. All the parvanas are also divided into different adhyayas
(chapters). This great epic proclaims that it is the itihdsa or ancient history of the
people of India (Bhératavarsa):.

itihasottamadasmajjayatekavibuddhayah |

paficabhyaivabhatebhyolokasamvidhyastrayah |l (Mbh, 1.2.385)
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Rajasekhara considers itihdsa of two types- (1) parikriya which explains long story of
one great hero like Ramayana, (2) purédkalpa having the story of many great heros
like that of Mahabharata.

pari(ra)kriyapurakalpaitihasagatirdvidha |
syadekanayakaparvadvitlyabahunayakah 1l (KM, 2.3)
02.1 Mahabharata: The Grasp of Thematic Flow

In the country of the Bharatas at Hastindpura there lived two princes named
Dhrtarastra and Pandu. Since elder brother Dhrtarastra was blind Pandu succeeded
the throne and reigned the kingdom. He had five sons known as Pandavas like
Yudhistira, Bhima, Arjuna, Nakula, &Sahadeva. Dhrtarastra had hundrend sons
known as Kauravas and Duryodhana was the eldest and the chief among them. At
the fateful death of Pandu, Dhrtarastra ruled over the kingdom and reared up five
Pandavas with his own sons. When Pandavas excelled in warrior deeds the king
appointed Yudhisthira as the crown-prince. Then Kaurava-princes started setting foot
against the Pandavas. In due course the Pandavas in a svayarivara (open choice of
husband) won over Draupadi, the daughter of the king of Paficala. They came in
contact with Krsna, the heroic leader of the Yadavas and made him their close friend
and adviser. To propitiate the PandavasDhrtarastra divided the kingdom into two
parts and gave Hastindpura to his sons and a district to his nephews where
Yudhisthira etc. built a city named Indraprastha.

Duryodhana being jealous of the prosperity of Pandavas made plan to destroy them
with the help of Sakuni, their uncle and a very skilful gamester. Dhrtarastra arranged
and inspired the Pandavas to the game of dice at Hastinapura. In the fateful game
Yudhisthira lost his kingdom, wealth, army, brothers and even Draupadi at the end.
Finally a compromise was drawn and Pandavas accepted banishment for twelve
years and one year more to remain incognito. It is after that they can regain their
kingdom.

Then they departed to Kamyakavana with Draupadi and stayed there near the river
Sarasvati for twelve years. They spent the thirteenth year in disguise as the servants
of Virafa, the king of Matsyas. During this period the Kurus invaded Matsya-kingdom
when Pandavas helped the king, defeated the Kauravas and restored the throne to
the king of Matsyas. They revealed their identity and made an alliance with the king.

Now the demand of the Pandavas being refused to get back their possessions a
great war was fought at Kuruksetra between Kurus and Pandavas having great allies
of kings at both the sides. The battle continued for eighteen days when all the
Kauravas were killed and only Pandavas and Krsna, their charioteer escaped alive.

After great reconciliation Dhrtarastra made Yudhisthira the crowned king in
Hastinapura. Yudhisthira made a great horse-sacrifice. Dhrtarastra and Gandhari
stayed at Hastina for fifteen years and then retired to the forest for the rest part of
their lives and perished there in a forest conflagration. The Yadavas who took part
with internecine feud, broke out and perished ultimately. Krsna with great sorrow
retired to the wilderness where accidentally he was shot dead by a hunter. The
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Pandus at the last part of their life putting Pariksita the grandson of Arjuna in the
throne started wandering towards Meru, the mountain of the divine beings and
ascended to heaven with their wife. In due course king Pariksita died of serpent-bite
and his son Janmejaya instituted serpent-sacrifice where this epic was recited by
Vaisampayana, who learnt it from Vedavyasa. It is told that after editing the Vedas,
Vyasa composed Mahabharata which enumerates the excellence of Pandavas,
greatness of Krsna, and the wickedness of Kauravas.

The Khilabhaga or the supplementary part of the book beyond eighteenth parvan is
known as Harivamsapurana, the story of the family of Lord Visnu.(cf. Macdonell,
pp.244-47)

Around the nucleus of the story of the Mahabharata the reader comes across the
gathering of diverse matters in shape of ancient heroic poetry, legends, fables,
parables, and moral narratives presented through akhyanas and upakhyanas (cf.
Mbh, 1.62.39 & 1.2.384).

02.3 The Text: Critical Remarks

Thus this is said to be the representation of the whole of the prevalent old bard
stories of India. The very important portion of the epic is the Bhagvadgita (song
divine) which represents the synthesis of various ancient philosophical wisdoms of
India. The entire text of the Mahéabharata appears to have passed through at least
three stages titled (1) Jaya (2) Bharata, (3) Mahabhéarata. Various elements of this
work dates back even to the period of the Vedas. However, the complilation of the
text in the present form is supposed to have been made towards the end of the
Buddhist period between 500-550 B.C. like a mirror this epic reflects the ideas,
custom, manners, of ancian India having emphasis on the character and conflict of
different cultures and ideals. The Vedic scheme of Varnasramadharma was
observed by the citizens and they were required to perform their duties (svadharma)
in accordance with their own varnas. Paropakardyasvargéaya or public well-beig was
the divine spirit which served as the foundation to the duty of the citizens. Ksatriya
the warrior class of people could fight for the protection of the nation having no
attachment on the fruits of actions. Teaching duty of the citizen and the order of the
society it is considerd a Smytisastra (Law Book) for the people and the state.

The legendary take of this great epic, written centuries back, continue to remain
prominent in every form of art even today. Its poetic grandeur and deep philosophical
ideas continue to teach the human beings the art of living even today. The message
of Mahabharata is wonderfully woven in its story which enlightens the public life and
the poetic merits for ages as follows:

A revengeful instinct leads to one’s destruction. The story revolves around the war of
duty (dharma yuddha), but the cardinal facts behind the destruction of all was
revenge. The Kauravas lost everything to destroy Pandavas. The war did not spare
women and children from destruction. The five children of Draupadi and a very
young warrior Abhimanyu lost their lives.

02.4. The Message of Mahabharata
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The epic teaches to stand by what is right and to fight for it . Arjun who initially was
attacked by despondency to fight against his kith and kin was shown the righteous
path for his duty as a warrior by Lord Krsna . He had to fulfil his responsibility even
though he had to wage a war against his family members .

It teaches the eternal bond of friendship in life. Srikrishna’s unconditional friendship,
support, and motivation could manage the situations, so that Pandavas came out
victorious. During epic’s dice-scene Krishna came to rescue Draupadi when her
husbands disgracefully gambled her away. The bond of friendship between Karna
and Duryodhan is also note worthy in this regard.The story of Abhimanyu teaches
that half-knowledge can be dangerous. Abhimanyu learnt how to enter cakravihva
and did not know how to escape.

One must learn to overcome greed. Yudhisthira lost everything including his
kingdom, wealth and possessions. He gambled away even his wife. The greed to win
beyond a certain parameter is also dangerous.

It teaches further that life is precious. Despite numerous hurdles one should have the
hope and courage to withstand the onsets of life. Karna is the brightest example in
this regard. Karna for non of his fault had to face discrimination and disgrace at
every stage of life. Though from a great warrior clan, he was known as a Suta-Putra
(son of a driver). Against the unfavourable wind of his fate nothing could stop him
from pursuing his goal. He was a great giver (donor) and his devotion for his mother
was unparallel. He even gave up his life saving support of Kavajkundal on her
demand.

Like men women are also respected citizen to get social justice. Draupadl
manoeuvred to accept five husbands, Kauravas humiliated her for the fault of her
husband. She had to face violation, yet she took a courageous stand to destroy the
evil-doers like Duryodhana and Duh$asana. The story teaches that the women
should not remain passive at the face of injustice and discrimination if any. She must
stand out to fight for herself.

The Mahabharata is an ocean of wisdom that covers all the aspects of human life
which is noted in the Svargarohana-parva itself.

dharmacarthe ca kdme ca mokse ca bharatarsabhah |
yudihastitadanyatrayannehastinakutracit Il (Mbh, 18.5.50)

On the topics of dharma, artha, kama, and moksa (the four ends of human life),
what one finds in the Mah&bhéarata may be found else where, but whatever is not
found here one may not find anywhere else.

The above statement makes it clear that the Mahabharata is not only the document
knowledge about war, but also this is the document of peace at the same time. The
unity of mankind is a noble work as it is considered the essence of righteous conduct
(dharma). The Anu-Gita section of Mahabharata refers to it:

yovidvansahavasarn ca vivasarncaivapasyati |

tathaikatvamnanatve ca saduhkhatpratimucyete || (Mbh., 14.47.7)
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The above idea is also noted in the Gita, 18.20 as - avibhaktamvibhatesu which
means one who sees unity in diversity finds a sure way out of all sorrow.

Paraspara-priti or love for one another is reflection in Vidura-niti as the way to peace:
sambhojanamsamkathanam

samptitiScaparasparam

Jiatibhihsahakaryani |l (Mbh, 5.39.24)

To eat, love, and talk with one another develops human relation and leads the
society to peace. Ahimsa (non-violence) and satyavacanam (truth) are said to be to
main pillars of dharma (righteous conduct / duty) through which highest social good
can be achieved. When man is put under difficult circumstances truth is decided by
sticking to that course of action which leads to the highest good of beings:

ahimséasatyavacanamsarvabhitahitamparam | (Mbh, 3.207.74)
yadbhitahitamatyantamtatsatyamitidharana 1l (Mbh, 3.209.4)

There is another verse in the Santiparvan which even puts an ethical dividing lin
between truth and good.

Satyasyavacanamsreyahsatyadapihitamvadet |
yadbhutahitamatyantametatsatyammatarii mama |l (Mbh. 12.329.13)

The words of truth are noble and one should speak about good (well-being) that
leads over truth. Whatever is meant for the good of being that is the truth that |
(Narada) assert. The of the common well being achieved through
svadharma&svakarma, righteous conduct & duty as per one’s caste and stages of
life. The prefix sva means the limitations of individual capacity for such endeavours
and suggests that one should use one’s optimum capacity to achieve the best on the
path of good for all.

The above educative notes of the epic have enduring effects on the public and the
poets. However, the special note of the epics imparting instructions to the poets and
the poets in making may be noted as follows:

03. Conclusions:

The Kraufica incident before the composition of the Ramayana speaks that human
emotion is the content of poetry: Sokah $lokatvamagatah (q.v). when Ramayana
transports us into the regions of pure poetry, the Mahabharata surprises us with its
encyclopaedic proportion of contents and numerous novel themes. It leads the poets
to understand the true national genius of India and its rich legacy of cultural
traditions. Vaimiki is the first and foremost poet (adikavi), and Ramayana is a great
epic (mahakavya), which deserves high estimation on literary standards. The easy
flow of the language through metrical patterns and the grasp of meaning by the
readers must be simultaneous and elevating. The reader or the audience is
transported to a different world of wonder and joy simutaneously. The epic
Mahabharata embodies heterogeneous elements where both $astra (scripture) and
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kavya (poetry) are rolled into one (Krishnamoorthy, P.270). The epics suggest that
the poet must be a versatile genius having acquaintance with various aspects of
human wisdom and must be cultivated enough to comprehend the culture of the
society and rules of the land when he wields his pen to focus his wisdom. The merit
of a poet may be understood from the wisdom of Vyasadeva himself:

vivyasaikarncaturdhayovedarhvedavidamvarah |
paravarajfiobrahmarsihkavihsatyavratah$ucih Il (Mbh., 1.60.5)

Vyasadeva, the poet was the best among the knower of the Vedas, the realisted soul
of both parabrahma and aparabrahma (the absolute reality & the manifested reality).
Besides, he was Kavi (poet), the seer of past, present and future; pious and
hallowed having got the divine vow of truthfulness. The excellence of a poet is
further explained when Yudhisthira is given instructions by the sage Narada, who
was the knower of the Vedas, Vedarigas, nyaya, dharma, scriptures, songs, music,
even warfare. He was a prolific orator, wise and intelligent with strong memory
power, well versed in madern and ancient laws, and a Kavi (seer) having the eyes of
wisdom pervaded to three phases of time (past, present, future). Besides he could
realise the truth about the absolute and manifested reality with full proof conclusion.

vakta pragalbho medhavi smytimannayavitkavih |
paraparavibhagajfiah pramanakrtaniscayah Il (Mbh., 2.5.4)

Therefore the poet must be learned enough to study the human heart and human
nature (Mbh., 2.63.4). He is not tired of duty, never accepts the gifts (presentation),
an honoured person who creates no obstacle for anything good. He is good enough
not to advertise his goodness, he is a seer and the knower of Brahman (Absolute
Reality):

asrantah syadanadata sammato nirupadravah |
Sisto na sistavat sa syat brahamno brahmavit kavih Il (Mbh., 5.42.38)

Again the Indian poet must understand the importance of purusarthacatustayah, the
four ends of human life like dharma (righteous conduct), artha (material prosperity),
kama (sensual and other desirable pleasures), moksa (release form the bondages of
the worldly life and the cycle of life as well), the paramapurusarthah. The sublime
instructions which flow for the future generation of poets are the ways for the use of
mythical methods, inexhaustible didactic and legendary materials, fictions, figures of
speech, delicate verse-techniques, and many others. Indian epics are the text books
of ethics, law, philosophy, social science, which are endowed with the power to
instruct the paths meant for the common individuals and uncommon poets
simultaneously.
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E-mail- shewlicharkraborty12@gmail.com
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! “Education is the manifestation of perfection already in men”. -Swami

Vivekananda
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?«Teaching skills are a group of teaching acts or behaviours intended to facilitate a

pupil’s learning directly or indirectly” - Dr. B.K. Passi.
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Wake up the note! The song that had its birth

Far off, where worldly taint could never reach,

In mountain caves and glades of forest deep,

Whose calm no sigh for lust or wealth or fame

Could ever dare to break; where rolled the stream

Of knowledge, truth, and bliss that follows both.

Sing high that note, Sannyasin bold! Say:

"Om Tat Sat, Om!
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Strike off thy fetters! Bonds that bind thee down,

Of shining gold, or darker, baser ore;

Love, hate-good, bad-and all the dual throng,

Know, slave is slave,caressed or whipped,not free

For fetters,though of gold,are not less strong to bind

Then off with them, Sannyasin bold! Say-

'Om Tat Sat, Om!'
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It is darkness vibrant sonant,
In the roaring whirling wind.
Dancing mad with joy,
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All blessings pour on thee, great soul

To thee may all come right.
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comparing all these versions of Vivekananda's poetry

together what I found that the present Sanskrit version of
Prof. Biswal is so simple in language and style that even a
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of Sanskrit, can also very well understand the essense of these
poems of Swami Vivekananda. I sincerely believe that the
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among the common mass.'®
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PuriShould have made a tremendous impression on Narayana Tirtha, particularly
the rituals and Jayadeva’'s Gita Govindam tradition.
Devadasis danced before Jagannatha and Jayadeva’s Gita Govindam was sung
every day before the Lord by four brahmanas. The Gita Goviendam was incorporated into
the rituals of the Jagannatha temple and, by an edict inscribed on the gateway to the

temple, no other song than from the Gita Govindam may be sung and no other dance
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should be performed before the Lord. Jayadeva’s Gita Govindam had made a great
impact not only on Puri but also on Andhra territory and the different parts of South India.
Narayana Tirtha, Who is himself regarded as an incarnation of Jayadeva, derived
inspiration from Jayadeva’s Gita Govindam. For many centuries it has been used in the
Andhra Country, particularly in the “KuchipudiNatya” tradition as an important part of its
repertoire.

Even in the ten-day “Sikyotsavam” (Uriyadi festival) at Varahur (in Tamil Nadu)
during Janmashtami (Krishna’s birthday), Where Narayana Tirtha finalised the text and
placed “ Sri Krishna LeelTarangini” at the feet of Lord Venkatesa of Varahur and the Lord
is said to have danced to the Tarangam pieces, it is notieced that considerable
importance is given to the chorus singing at this shrine of Jayadeva’'sAshtapadis and they
are accorded priority in the local BhajanaSampradaya even over Narayana
Tirtha’sTarangams. The order of priority in singing Jayadevs'sAshtapadis over even
Narayana Tirtha'sTarangams may in itself be ahandome acknowledgement of Narayana
Tirtha’s devotion to Jayadeva and Gita Govindam and the integrated loyalty of the varahur

tradition to both Jayadeva and Narayana Tirtha.”
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The Bhajanasampradaya of South India was almost exclusively nurtured by a few
Advaitic scholars and musicians, most of whom were Telugus. Some of them were
sanyasins. To this group belonged Narayana Tirtha, Bodhendra Swami (of
Govindapuram), SridharaVenkatesa(Ayyaval) of Tiruvisainallur, SadasivaBrahmendra of
Nerur, Sadguru Swami of Marundanallur, who established firmly the tradition of

“NamasSiddhanta” in Tamil Nadu.™
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Upanishad Brahman of Kanchi, an elder Contemporary of Tyagaraja (1767-1847
AD) and MuthuswamiDikshitar (1776-1835 AD), was known by this name because he had
written commentaries on the 108 Upanishads. The bulk of the musical compositions of
Upanishad Brahman relate to Rama and fall into four categories:
1. DivyanamaSankirtanams; 2. the Rama Taranga; 3. the Ramashtapadi and 4. Other
songs on Rama, his IshtaDevata. The names Ashtapdi and Taranga are no doubt derived

from Jayadeva’s Gita Govindam and Narayana Tirtha's Sri Krishna LeelaTarangini.”

82



et Vol. XXl ISSN 2320-2025

faeel guaeld  fawr: aq sfioeifdess Sragawieloniderforous  umgfaftg:d

[SEG 02 {1{{0(1“1\*‘1501\ JdAbIetd 3Uetfedd |

It is a noteworthy feature of the Ashtapadies that they have all been composed for
the express purpose of being used for Nritya(Dance with Abhinaya). This is indicated by
the reference, in the text of the Astapadi, to the fact that Sri jayadeva sang these
Ashtapadies to the accompaniment of Nritya by his devoted wife padmavati. He calls
himself in introductory verse No.2 an expert in directing the feet of Padmavathi in her
dance. (PadmavathiCharanaChaaranaChakravarti); and again he refers to the collabration
of Padmavathi in his recital in Ashtapadi. 21(VihitaPadmavatisukhaSamaje-Bhanati.

JayadevaKavirajaraje)

Fortunately for us however, the Abhinaya for every word is found in two
manuscripts, preserved in the SaraswatiMahal. But in both the manuscripts, the text
breaks off at the 17th Ashtapadi. Incomplete as it is, it is presented to the public on
account of the rarity and value of genuine traditional practice of Nritya. The fact that the
Abhinayagiven here agrees well with the practice of the Art in the Tanjore District which is
now the home of the the purest tradition of BharataNatya, is itself sufficient to conclude
that the work is pretty old. This conclusion is strengthened by another circumstance. Both

the manuscripts are in paper and pretty old.

Palmleaf has solely been in use in the Tamil and Telugu land in general and in
Tanjore in particular, till the advent of the Maharattas and the British. The fact that both
these manuscripts are in paper show that both are from North India. After the advent of
the Afghans and Moghuls, the pure tradition of BharataNritya had been mixed up with
Persian forms in North India. But this work contains the BharataNatya tradition in a very
pure form. It is therefore clear that this work must have been composed before the mixing
up of the Indian and Persian styles of Dance, under the Afghan and Mughal rule of the
14th to 17th century in Northern India. It is extremely probable that this work was

composed by the direct disciples of Sri Jayadeva himself or those just after them.**
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The interaction of the Telugu culture and the Tamil Culture inherited from the
Chola period and the hoary past was quite complete in the Tanjore region in the fields of
music, literature, dance and drama by the fourteenth Centurey AD; and it reached its

zenith under the Nayaka rulers and the Mahratha rulers of Tanjore right upto the middle
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of the ninteenth century AD. The impact of the Telugu language on the traditional
learning, music and dance forms and drama of Tanjaore region was remarkable. Even
under Maharatha rule. Telugu continued to be a powerful factor in the fields of Literature,
Music, Drama and Dance in the Tanjore Region. While Telugu continued to be a popular
medium, with the added advantage of its being the court language, in the fileds of
literature, music, dance and drama, the spectrum was also enlivened and enriched by a

touch of Maharatha influence.”™
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Vedanta Philosophy in the VisnuPurana

Moumita Banerjee

Abstract

Since the Visnu Puranas were originally written for the public, they have
a popular nature. Philosophy is generally considered to be a very abstract
subject for human beings so it is not considered as one of the major
themes explained in the Puranas. Yet, however, the Puranas are not

entirely free from philosophical thought.

Among the eighteen Puranas the VisnuPurana is one of the most sacred
and authoritative treatises of the Vaisnavas. It is one of the earlier
Puranas. Five characteristics arc clcarly visible in this Purana. H. H.
Wilson says “There is not one to which it belongs entirely as to the
VisnuPurana and it is one of the circumstances which gives to this work a
more authentic character than most of its follows can pretend’. Many
diverse topics extended here. Among the various subjects, this Purana is
quite rich in philosophical aspects. There are several theistic philosophies
in VispuPurapa, but in many research, [ have reflected the
Vedantaphilosophy in them. In my abstract, [ have briefly discussed the
basic theories of Vedantaphilosophy. The nature of soul, rebirth, maya

and avidya, bondage and liberation etc. these are highlighted here.

Keywords: VisnuPurana, Vedanta philosophy, Soul, Rebirth, Maya,

Avidya, Bondage, Liberation
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Vedanta Philosophy in the Visnu Purana

The Puranas have an important place in our religious and secular
literature. After the Vedic literature, the Puranas are given the highest
importance. Like the Vedas, the Puranas are very ancient and scared.
Ancient two epics and Smrtisanhitas bear a resemblance to the Puranas in
both form and content. So it has been said about the Puranas— “Taken
collectively, they may be described as a popular encyclopaedia of ancient
and medieval Hinduism, religious, philosophical, historical, personal,

social and political.”

The Puranas, as is well known, do not only contain mythology;
they also address a wide range of philosophical issues, including the
nature of the supreme reality, conceptions of various deities, descriptions
of the process of creation, etc., the nature of the self, slavery and
liberation, the law of known, and numerous other issues. The numerous
Puranas are not systematic philosophical treatises, and neither do they
take an analytical nor a critical approach to philosophical issues. Their
philosophical contents are also too varied to allow for simple synthesis
and evaluation.All the philosophical problems are stated in poetic and
allegorical language which is not so suitable language for philosophical
exposition. Thus it seems very difficult to being out the systematic

philosophical obtainment of the Puranas.
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Through the Vispu Purana presents its contents in vispu worship
even so the text related paiicaluksana format. Not only this, in the
discussion of this Purana also continuity is noticeable. That is why this

Visnu Purana is very rich and significant among the ancient Puranas.

Philosophically the Vispu Purana is very rich. Its philosophical
importance can be attested from the fact that the great philosophers like
Sankaracarya, Ramanuja and other have quoted from and referred to this
Purana in order to establish their own view or to refute other’s view. The
VisnuPurana is mainly based on Samkhya and Vedantaphilosophy.
However in a very small part, the effect of Yoga philosophy and

Vaisnava sects can be noticed.

In this single research paper, I have highlighted some of the
notable aspects of Vedantaphilosophy that are evident in the

VisnuPurana.
The nature of soul:

In VisnuPurana the soul is called nifya. It has no specific features. It is
pure, indestructible, tranquil, devoid of qualities and beyond Prakrti. All
living things are inextricably linked with a particular soul.' The word
‘atman’ 1s used in two different senses in the VisnulPurana. These are
individual self and transcendental self. In most of the cases they are

identified. The real nature of self is that it is one in all bodies and all
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pervading. This one self appears as many in various people because of the
difference of the limiting adjuncts of the bodies. Everything in this world
is of the nature of that self which is none than Visnu. To put it more
clearly everything is this world is of the nature of that self or soul which
is none other than Acyuta (i.e. Visnu). All the individuals are non-
different from that self.’> But due to the delusion that arises from
ignorance, this soul appears in various forms in different living beings. In

VisnuPurana this soul is manifested as omnipresent and prepositional.’
Rebirth:

The VisnuPurana acknowledges rebirth. In this regard, the advent of
Srutismrtirupa Agama is considered as evidence because it is said that no
object is produced without material.” It is written in one place in Visnu
Purdna that man’s advance life depends on his deeds.” The Rgveda also

acknowledges reincarnation.®
Maya and Avidya:

The doctrine of Maya is very ancient. The word Maya is widely used in
Rgveda and upanisads. In the Puranas especially in the FVaisnavite
PuranasMaya is described as a power of Visnu and is treated elaborately
in these Puranas. Vaisnava Vedanta schools of Ramanuja accepted the

Maya, as a power of God. Sankara used the words Maya and Avidya in
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more or less some sense. Not only Sankara and Ramanuja but also
Radhakrishan, Vidyarnya has expressed their thoughts on Maya. The
VisnuPurana also indicates Maya with Avidva. Describing the birth of Sri
KrishnaParasara identifies to this Maya as Mahamaya and Yoganidra in
the part five of the VisnuPurana. Mahamaya is also termed as Avidya or

ignorance as she causes delusion to the whole world.

According Vispu Purana Avidyda as a power of Visnu. He (Visnu)
has three powers. These arc — Parasakti or the cit-sakti, Ksetrajiiasakti
and avidyasakti. Firstone is the highest power of consciousness.
Secondone maintains the selves and thirdone creates this world.” This
avidya suppress the total Ksetrajiiasakti and because of this Avidyathe
individual self becomes subject to the sorrows and suffering of the

world.* Due to this 4vidvajiva cannot understand the nature of the self.

There are five types of Avidya mentioned in VispuPurana, viz.
tamas, moha, mohamoha, tamisra and andhatamisra.’ Discussion on five
types of ignorance or Avidyda are detailed in VisnuPurana and it also has
been said that Visnu creates this world with the help of Maya, which is

his own Sakti.'’

The VispuPurana not only deals with Avidva or ignorance, but also
describes ways to get rid of it. In this Purana, Vidva is said to be the way

of liberation. Due to ignorance, people feel this Vidya, in Avidya. With
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the help of Vidya people can get the knowledge of Brahma by removing

the Avidya."
Bondage and liberation:

The idea of bondage and liberation take the position of supreme
importance in different branches of Indian philosophy as well as
literature. The nature of liberation has been explained in a large part of
the literature by combining different methods of vedas, Puranas and
philosophy. Among the four values of life, viz. Darma, Artha, Kama and
Moksa, the lastone is of great value to the Indian philosophers. Moksa or
liberation is the greatest goal at human life. Ancient Indian thinkers
devoted their intellectual resources to finding a way toward this ultimate

goal of human life.

In VisnuPurdana agrees with the Advaitic concept of the problem of
bondage and liberation. In the sixth part of this Purana, we {ind a detailed
discussion of the story of Khandikya and kesSidhvaja. According
VisnuPurana Avidya or ignorance is the cause of bondage and
transmigration. In Vispu Purana, lord Visnu is said to be the only way to
attain emancipation.'” By worshiping Lord Visnu, all sins are erased and
man attains liberation. The best seed for nirvana comes from chanting

13
called vasudeva.
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According VisnuPurana the self is pure in nature and is composed
of happiness and wisdom. The features of pain, ignorance and profanity
actually belong to Prakrti, not to the self."* The cause of such association
of the self with Prakrtiis Avidya, which is the root cause of all afflictions

of the self."®

The VisnuPurana also maintains that liberation is of the nature of
Brahman.'® From the story of Rbhu and Nidagha it is clear that after
achieving emancipation Nidagha realized the sclf is one; everything clse

is non-different from the self and the self is Brahman."”

VisnuPurana  discusses three  types sufferings, Viz.
adhyatmika,adhidaivika and adhibhautika. The jiva is always immersed
in this misery. By attaining liberation the jiva will be able to get rib of
sorrow. Liberation is described as attainment of the divine being which is
the nature of boundless job and happiness. Such type of liberation is

absolute and final.'®

The VisnuPurana further declares that the human mind (individual
self) is the cause of bondage and liberation. When the mind is attached to
the object of enjoyment, it binds the soul. Joy and pain are only related to
the mind. There is nothing that is painful or pleasurable. Pain and joy are
only the resultant of the mind. When the mind is detached from these

objects and concentrates with God, the soul is liberated. =
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According VisnuPurana the person who keeps his mind steady by
worshiping Lord Visnu attains Nirvana. Man’s salvation is attained only
by the touch of Lord Visnu’s ﬁnger.onherefore, in short, it can be said
that knowing the nature of vidya and avidya, concentrating the mind,
worshiping Visnu with all the senses and pleasing Visnu, liberation is

easily possible.
Conclusion:

The Visnu Purana praises a special position among the vast literature
called the Puranas. Visnu Purana is the only Purana, which really
conforms the five characteristics recommended for the Puranas. In terms
of philosophical significance, this Purana holds a prominent place.
Although there is a great influence of philosophy in Visnu Purdna, there
is no influence of atheistic philosophy in it. Among the theistic
philosophics, the influence of Vedanta philosophy on Visnu Purdna is
clearly noticeable. In the Vispu Purana, Visnu is regarded as the sole
source of creation,and is manifested in all the forms of creation. This
Purzna contains Vedanta siddhantas based on the insouclance of the soul
and good deeds. From the study of philosophical theories in this Purana,
it seems that the whole world is Visnumaya. He (Visnu) is the cause of

creation, status and destructions. The world originated from him and
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disappeared in it. Visnu is the means of liberation. He is Parabrahma. In

short, he is omnipresent, omniscient and omnipotent.

However, it is also acknowledged here that the Visnu Purana,
being a work of mythological character, did not escape complete
scattering. This is responsible for the differences in perspectives that can
be observed at certain points in the Puranas. Morcover, the philosophical
aspects of this Purana have not been systematically presented.
Philosophical perspectives are involved in stories and narratives. In
conclusion, the teachings of this Purana have influenced many people in

the past and will influence many more in the future.

Endnotes:
'3tmasuddho’ksarahsanto nirgunah prakrteh parah.
prabrddhapacayau nasya ekasyakhilajantusu//VP. 2.13.71
%sitaniladibhedena yathaikah dr$yate nabhah/
bhranti drstibhiratmapi tathaikarh san prthak prthak//
ekah samastam yodihasti kificat tadacyuto nasti parar tato’nyat//
VP. 2.16.22-23
’Ibid, 1/17/71, 2/13/71-76, 2/14/28, 2/15/20-24, 2/16/18-23
*mrtasya ca punarjanma bhavatyetacca nanyatha/

agamosyam tatha yacca nopadanarm vinodbhavah//VP. 1/17 57
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°VP., 3/18, 2/13

*Rgveda. 1/164/31

Tvisnusaktih para prokta ksetrajfiakhya tathapard/

avidya karmasamjfianya trtiyasaktirisyate//VP., 6.7.61

fyaya ksetrajiiasaktih sa vestita nrpa sarvaga/
sarmsaratapanakhilanavapnotyanusantatari//VP., 6.7.62
°tamo moho mahamohastamisro hyandhasamifiitah/

avidya paficaparvaisa pradurbhiita mahatmahah.//Ibid., 1.5.5
“Ibid., 5.1.70

'VP. 2/14/33, 5/17/14

VP, 1/12/88-89

BVP., 2/6/42-44

“nirvanamaya evayamatma jianamayo malah/
duhkhajiianamala dharmah prakrteste to natmanah// Tbid., 6.7.22
Btadetak kathitam bijamavidyayastava prabho/ Ibid., 6.7.25
"“Ibid., 2.16.20

CF. Tbid., 2.16.24

"*Ibid., 6.5.59

" Ibid., 6.4.28-29

2yp, 3.8.6,5.17.28
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The Techniques of Internal Control (Yama):  Special Reference
to Patanjala —voga and Hatha-yoga
Dr. Prashanat Kumar Dash
Assistant Professor,
Dept. of Sanskrit (FACIS)
Sri Sri University, Govindapur,
Cuttack-754006

Key Word: ==, o=, s, =97, 5=, €99, control, restrain, suppress.

Abstract: The word of Yama; know we very much, because day to day life all people are moving toward
own destiny like ; position, promotion, increment, development, property and monetary sound. By the
way we are suffering in many types of hurdle like physical or mental, which is crossing so difficult in the
life. Yama is first step of Astanga Yoga which is most important rule of the Yogic achievement. Apart
from Yama a Yogi should not achieve absolute goal like Samadhi. So far Yama command over internal
restrain of the eleven indriyas as like:- Ear, skin, eyes, tongue, nose, word, hands, feet, anus sexual
organ and mind. One more think is Yama controls all the diseases in benign stage. It is a vaccine of the
human brain and blood.

Introduction:
Patanjali and Hathayoga

TH AS =TH: means to control, restrain, suppress etc. “FrETHI fFEET AHT AW

FATHETH" there are six lexical names of yama i.e, I, e, o, 7|, A, g9,

Again “eTivETgATIA A TR TR Iega I | o IRETw Ared ArEasid F#9
TATEIATE ThE e 'Fi?ﬂ'iw The science of TH considers every aspect of human life. While

considering an individual, ¥ has thought of both the body as well as the mind. As an individual

L AF3/2/18
7 AA2/T/48
* A ALEAA.2/7/48
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is a subject belonging to the socicty, TH as a science has considered the socicty as well. Though,
this science maintains that a seeker has to shun all his requirements and pursue the HTEAT in a
remole place like a cave in a mountain, to achieve the ultimate goal of Samadhi, it has also
admitted that such a seeker is basically a common human being. Like all others, he too has his
own requirements. Apart from food, clothing and shelter, he too needs company and wants to
live in a society. In fact, he relates and reacts to the society emotionally. The yoga intends to
teach AT to such a common human being and leads him to the TATIA:. Accepting this as a
basis, the eight stages of progress are defined in the science of yoga, state Yam and Niyam as the
first two stages. Yam and Niyam are the first two aspects of the eightfold Yoga. Rishi Patanjali

has mentioned this in the second pada, Sadhana Pada in the following aphorism:
UG- “AH A AT o T e T TR T A T AT A S et

The eight thing subservient, (1) IH: (Forbearance), (2) IEREE (Righteous observation),
(3) mETH (Posturc), (4) ITUTATH: (Suppression of the breath), (5) ATEIL: (Restrain), (6) 9T

(Attention), (7) £aTTH (Meditation), (8) THTE: (Absorption in Atman).

7.9 “rfgumaamrE AT T 7w

a9
[ 1 I |

Ffgar qEH AT FEEd: dORIRED

Yama is abstention from harming other, from false-hood, from theft, from incontinence, and

from greed.

o~

afgeT Teaeea s o g

FATSATHATEIT: 8= == a7 397 1

4 2.9
S ATF2.30
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PIGH T aeEy fEmErm Jae

The yamas are; - non-violence, truthfulness, non-stealing, celibacy, forgiveness, forbearance,

kindness, simplicity, moderate diet and cleanliness.
FHAEH- Deffination of Yama
7 2 37T, TR, e s arar-ausrE ve ort o AwerE 1’

Yama means way of life or general discipline. People understand that yoga is easy can be
learnt by doing some Yogasana. The first step of Yoga is Yama, i.e. performing the mind and
body following certain vales rigorously. Without mastery of mind over the functioning of body,
there can be no achievement of the benefit of yoga. The practice of Yama to be peacefully with

slow and steady, than automatically all the senses would be come under the command.

1311%?11 (Non Violence) -
“H %}'—u HAT = Ahimsa means not to kill anyone. Killing generates pain; hence

ahimsa can mean not to cause pain to anyone.

“ag FATTOT AT AHIATITOAT |

28

HAYAT ATHTT qam 7 B 11” One can see the all animates as own part of the
body and soul; henceforth, he never to harm others. Yoga demands ahimsa in totality. That
means, himsa does not mean only killing or hitting anyone. That is a limited meaning of the
word or only physical aspect. To hurt someone mentally is also a himsa. That is oral himsa. Yoga
also states further that even thinking ill of someone is also a himsa, which is a mental himsa.

Hence, ahimsa covers all aspects such as physical, oral, mental. This indicates the greatness ol

b ZW.1/55
T frfrm2s
fEMTs6
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the depth of the science of yoga. Patanjal Yoga aphorism states the results of following such

ahimsa:

«orfemmataeTaT aoeferet a1’

When a man become steadfast in his abstention from harming others, then all living

creature will cease to fell enmity in his presence.

FTAT FAET AT IO A |
T A At ArstEar AT '
One should not harm to others in three manners i.e. T (physical), A9 (mental), T

(word). Again it is also three ways;

i FdT (by self injury) means kills any beings by him.
il. FTTAT (through) which kills animal by other person, for ex- servants.
iii. STHTTRAT (support for harm) One is happing to see the killing, for ex- slaughter

house, and sacrifice the beasts in temples.

FTAT- FIAT HAST HAATAAAEE:, ITL T THIHEa AT o e g aa T

ACTTAITEATT ST, TRTAaTETHF AT, 9T 9- 0 goad JTgul TT T4T Faq1

FEA FRTTEET TAT TAT TAIGFAHT (A ATTeaHaTaa =T Afgdr Fata 11

One should constantly keep the definition of ahimsa in mind and try to follow it. All the
activities should be analyzed in the mind to determine what kind of Aimsa, physical, oral, mental
arises from one's activity. After analysis, it may be found that at times, certain activities generate
himsa, which can be easily avoided. Then the mind and the body can be trained to avoid such

activity. Such training is the first step towards following ahimsa entircly.

L ATE235
1 7 FT.2.64
WAL FATAT2.35
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ii. ¥4 (Truthfulness) -

“HHE AT AT T 17T Faar A Truth alone triumph not for falsehood,
those are following this path they became God. It does not only cover speaking the truth. Proper
understanding of the talk and the mind is the truth. One should not tell to others in three
manners; i.e. 1T (physical), T (mental), AT (word). Here, proper means exactly what is seen,
understood or heard, the same thing should be followed by our tendency to talk and also by the
mind. When we try to explain something to others, the conversation if it generates doubts or if it
is not understood correctly by others, or if it is of no use to others, then that is not truth, even if it
is true. So the truth, which results in the destruction of someone or something, is also not the
truth. “"ed AT T AT A AR speak truth and sweat, that truth don’t speak
whereby some gets pain, and half of truth is a of full of false; in the Mahabharata has analyzed
and classified the truth as under: Silence is greater than the speech, true speech is greater than the
silence, and speech as per one's dharma is greater than it and the true speech according to dharma

and which is pleasurable and useful to others is the greatest.
T.H- “HeaviAsTaT FATheTSaE

When a man becomes steadfast in his abstention from the falsehood he gets the power of
obtaining for himself and others the truths of good deeds, without having to perform the deeds
themselves.

Frarsited fed Fardfaaron |

T T T F AT FO0 T 1114

A person should the follow the €TT& and do regularly practice of a politeness and

straightforwardness.

ST AT- FATSH AT, TAT T AT TAT [T TAT ATE AFTH S, TA TAATEASA 2

AR A7 A% T Afyar srear a1 wfaeren a1 wakf, uor sSgaEed sgar |

© qI=A33.16
B arg2.36
¥ A7 #7.2.65
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AT, IR FaA A AT T=aued &7 98 9aq 7199 Wad, a9 [UaTHTEe

U ThoT HEAH STYAT, T e Faqated qed FAT 115

With constant following of the truth and the commensurate behavior, one gets F=THTE.
That means without performing any religious rites, the results of the karma accrue to him and to

others due to his speech and blessings.

T AT gV SATTHT RIS ey 118

I promise that, I will never lose the celibacy in my life, and should practice it forever.
Those are lake of celibacy; they will never get the emancipation and self-realization. Therefore

Bahmachaya must be practiced in a life.
{ii. 3TET (Honesty) -

‘T TIT AEIT Steya means theft and Asteya means not stealing anything. However, %7

has a comprehensive meaning and is not limited to not stealing something from the other and
keeping it in possession. It means not keeping anything with self, which does not belong to the
self. The pressure generated in the process does have bad effects on the body and the internal
glands. If asteya is observed, the body and the mind do not have to undergo such strain. This is

the meaning and conclusion of asteya.

- T ST a8 e e 17

SEAT FEYRTFT: T e 1118

ST.AT- IR FEATI T2 ST TeATaoe: TP g THEI T (19

T TR AT AT T o TG0

AT HAATAT2.30
| qUEE.T3/1/5

L ATH2.37
72,66

I ATAT2.30
kAR
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This is an effect of the actual physical process of thefl. But even if a thought of the theft
peeps into the mind, it can affect the mental and thereby the physical health. If the electronic
impulses generated through the brain are measured with the help of a machine, it is observed that
there are wide changes while being in such a state. Hence, yoga states that one should not even
imagine the theft. The following aphorism states the effects. A T4 is endowed with all jewels

(virtues) when he practices asteya.

v, a?q?'ff: (Sexual Continence): —

Yoga sadhaka should follow continence, but this does not mean that he should renounce
family life and become a monk; such an action is not expected in Yoga science. When a sadhaka
progresses on the path of Yoga, on his own he feels that he should renounce the worldly
activitics and he will be free [rom all desires and hence can casily study dhyana and dharana.
Desires, their fulfillment and enjoyment do have a place in the family life, but there should be
some limit. It is we who should control the desires and not desires controlling us. Once the
desires start ruling us, we lose our freedom. If the desires are not fulfilled, then we lose our

mental and physical well being.

VAR B FIL PRI IR R

L] (N i
A2 AATEATTHSTEAH M T.gdq 1122

1.9~ = ATy g |28

If observing such continence seems ditticult initially, when we think deeply about it, it is
not as difficult as it seems. However, one has to make an effort. One should deliberately avoid
consumption of items, which increase the desire or reading material, which excites the feelings.
Old religious texts have detailed clarification on this point. One who has renounced worldly
matters, should abstain himself from the following matters and one who is following family life

should avoid the following with other women excluding his wife :

2 ATH2.38
2 ATAT2.67
2 AT FATATL2.30
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“THOT AT FoT: Teq0T TRTATT0]

L2 =~ o o o
TR TSETTHTIA T AT = ||

T HAHETEA FAE v Fe 19T |
B s T T |17 qefs )

1. Thinking about her in the mind

]

. learing stories about her
3. Conversing with her

4. Sceing her

wh

. Smiling with or at her

6. Conversing with her alone
7. Touching her

8. Making love to her

However, in today's world avoiding all these, one may not be able (o live. Hence, instead of
literally following the instructions, one should try to understand the logic behind it. If such
desires arc not controlled and not fullilled, they can prove harmlul to the mind and the body. To
avoid this, one must follow continence. One, who observes continence, gets illuminated and

acquires various siddhis.

“HeA TEIEITET 2] AT T ag[=ar (A2

The bright and pure sell within the body, that that monks with (habitual effort and) attenuated
blemishes see, is attainable verily trough, concentration, complete knowledge, and continence,

practice constantly.

* quem 35
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V.ﬂ?ﬁ'{l'af: (Non Possessiveness)

T~ “ATAEENT TR vaqTaea 1|25
TSR TgeT et |
FAEATHTTA ARATHATHINIIE S99 1126

FAT.AT.- OIS A e g aTE e e R T HaTRrg 3127

Aparigrah means not hoarding anything. Storing things, which are not required by us, is
known as parigrah. We can also say that when we are able to satisfy our hunger by eating the
various bulbs and fruits grown by the nature, why do we strive so much? In fact, it is not
essential. But yet we strive to grow food crops, and put in a lot of efforts to process them
afterwards. To make up for all these efforts, we go on eating more. This circle continues
endlessly. Yoga aims at not giving rise to such circles at all. We should enjoy only what is

necessary and that too in a controlled manner. Not to store or hoard the things is aparigrah.

Of course, we should think about this by using common sense. To observe aparigrah, one
should not run behind acquiring things, which are not necessary. The point is illustrated by a
common example. We have food when we are hungry, to satisfy the hunger. Even when the
hunger is satisfied, sometimes we tend to eat more, just because we like the taste and it satisfies
the tongue. When we consume such excess, it affects the body harmfully. The food does not get
digested well and then diseases such as non-digestion, constipation etc arises. If we consume
only the necessary amount, then we do not have to suffer. Hence, yoga sadhaka should try to

follow  aparigraha  with  efforts.  The results are described as  follows:

AR AT RAT G 5T ATHAT WEATH28 Yogi should religiously follow the five yams.

When the yams are to be followed, it is stated in this aphorism that they are to be followed
irrespective of caste, country, period, time ctc. Yoga states that these yams should be followed
by all castes, all over the country in any place and at whatever period and time. Rishi Patanjali in

the Ashtangyoga has given five yams, but Hathapradecpikkar in their text have stated ten yams.

. ArTE.2.38
AT AT 2.68

7 AT A AT2.30
* ArH.2.31
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The basic principles are the same; however the description is a little bit different. The following

ten yams are stated in Hathapradeepika:

et FeraEa aE=E AT gid:)
TATSTATHATETT: 9T 3 797 791 1%
Ahimsa, Satya, Asleya, Brahmacharya, Kshama, Dhruti, Daya, Arjav, Mitahar and
Shoucha. We have already reviewed Ahimsa, Satya, Asteya and Brahmacharya. Shoucha is

included in Niyama, so we will consider the rest of the Yam.

vi.&THT (Pardon) -

Kshama is a big virtue. Common people err quite a few times, which hurts or proves
troublesome for others. Then the others react by getting angry. Again the reaction is met with
another reaction. In this process, the calmness of the body and the mind gets lost. Hence, the
yoga sadhaka should not resist or rcact against the improper attitude of another or some mistake
committed by another. Resistance leads to further disputes and the results are to be faced by
everyone. Kshama from the point of view of sadhaka is not reacting or not resisting. Because of
this sadhaka does not have to face the disturbances, which arise out of such resistance. Also,
when there is mental as well as physical preparation for not reacting, the cffect of the blow also
gets reduced and the mind turns calm. Generally, when the people realize the magnitude of the

mental preparation, they also stay away from affecting any blows on the sadhaka.

vii. qﬁr: (Courage) -

Dhruti means courage. It is essential for performing or achieving anything. If there is no
courage, great things cannot be achieved. In human life, there are several incidences where one
gets attacked by many emotions. We have to fight such feelings. Many lose courage while doing
so and fall prey to these feelings. They repent afterwards. So while leading the life, whenever
such incidents occur, onc should have the courage to face the emotions and gain victory over

them. By turning away from such emotions does not solve any problems, but increases them.

A
B
=
5
wn
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viii. AT (Pity) -

While kshama is a rcaction on any action, daya is not a rcaction but an action itsclf. To
assist someone with sympathy is daya. Like ahimsa, daya is also physical, oral and mental. To
help someone with bodily actions or by giving money is physical action. To console someone by
sympathising with kind words is oral daya. And to think kindly in mind about the poor and
wishing them all the best in life is mental daya. Daya not only leads to peace of the body as well

as the mind, but also gives mental satisfaction.

ix. 75199 (Humbleness) -

To behave humbly with everyone after casting aside the ego is aarjav. Casting aside of
one's ego is important. Many problems in our day-to-day life arise out of ego. When there is no
ego, there are no problems and one does not have to search for their solutions. When the ego is
forsaken, the heart, tonguc and mind turn soft and simple. That is known as aarjav. It is expected
that sadhaka should be humble and modest. Due to this humble attitude, sadhaka goes nearer to

the God.

X. ﬁ'd'l%‘l’i’ (Restricted Diet) -

The body needs food, but many times we tend to consumc morc than ncccssary.
Sometimes, just it tastes good to the tongue, sometimes due to the wish in the mind, or
sometimes just out of habit. Yoga sadhaka should make it a point to avoid such excess
consumption. The intake of such excess food affects the body in a harmful manner. The physical
health is also affected and the mental health too is lost. One should take the necessary diet at

proper times. This is known as mitahar.

Conclusion

This topic is useful for all the types the people; because it is mandatory for all human
being of the world; this is like a vaccine for all, so that every person can do the practice easily it.
Yama is not for the animals; but animal have own consciousness and they have natural duty and
routine; for example a tiger is eating food till full his stomach; then he leaves the place

Immediately, but it is not happing for the human beings life, we are taking access or overcating,
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but it not applicable for human life; that is why we learn from the animals and other creatures, by
the practice of Yama, is control of the mind and save our body. When we do not have control
our mind it is fact that many diseases can be increased in our cells. The accessibility is some
negative impact, so can each of the work and action have positive and negative aspect, we may
judge and calculate all the effective motions of nature and mind or body. By the end we find that

according nature we move forward not for our motto.
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AT |

o AT ATUHARIET THAI T AGAcddd, 7 J A I o heda |

o T TEAEHRTICE aTudcaey Rgedrd|
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qYhcd T ATTRATETGR ATAARIT: Hed SeaIATEULRATT U HAd 3T
AYHTATIIYII : UTE: Headel /AT Yaddd | 3el: FH Sca 3Ry T HIedH,
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379 3T ARAIRONTT:

3T AP UE—T-aRT HUdecd T fpad| dufe- oo fy sfa g3 arar: 3
FRFR: gdd| arat: seaed T ARFTaAia aaifdfka 4 N Revera: wfefa
Fcd: TNRFAA | TAT T HH 3T TUIINIGTRAT Ul R gmecad Sdeda i

Rovcaayqfodivaar  sedafa,  wawfideed  smiRarder oft pd
ARAIAIAAT T RAUIIET  Tohehi 05 qedq et HUaged, o g

TORGPIRACTATAVT | Tehehl TS TR HUdlGed o 3UdGUgegel ATd: Hedid

ai¥eE  fhad Wofl HA: UPd  HhhIUsed-drd  RoUcdde s Udigeard,
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ABSTRACT

Women are the essential part of the society as well as men. Their contribution to the
society is undeniable. The position of women of a society indicates the progress of that
society. In Indian society, different attitudes towards women have been prevalent from
time to time.

It is said that literature is the mirror of society. All the aspects of a society are
reflected through the literature. Hence, through the literary study we can also know the
position of women in a society. In this study, a modest attempt has been made to highlight
the attitudes towards the women which are revealed in the Hitopadesa of Narayan Pandit.
The book Hitepadesa belongs to that class of compositions which imparts instructions and
teachings through fable.

Keywords: Hitopadesa,Women, Fables, Narayan Pandit, Attitude

Introduction: Fable literature occupies a special place in the Sanskrit Literary world. The
Hitopadesa is one of the important works in that group of literature. It was written by Narayan
Pandit whose datc was considered after 9" century A.D. He received the patronage of the king
Dhavalachandra of Bangal. The author Narayan Pandit said that the Hifopadesa provides the
skillfulness in speech, diversity in all things and ethics.! The author collected the elements of the
fables from many works such as the Pafjcatantra of Visnusarma, the Kamandakiya Nitisara elc.
In this work 17 fables are newly added and other 25 fables are taken from the Pafjcatantra.
Therefore, the Hitopadesa is called as 2™ version of the Pajjcatantra. Tt is divided into the four
parts as Miwralabha, Mitrabheda, Vigraha and Sandhi besides the kathamukha or
prastavana.’Among those parts, the 3™ part is similar to the 4™ part of the Paijcatantra. The
influence of the Pafjcatantra is also scen in the narrative and composition style of the
Hitopadesa. But, it is notable that the language of the Iliropadesa is more simple, clear, and the
fables are short than the Paijcatantra.
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In this study, an attempt has been made to highlight the aspects in connection to the
women which are revealed in the Hitopadesa.

Objectives:
The leading objectives of this study are-
1. To give a glimpse of the book Hitopadesa
2. To discuss the attitudes towards the women as found in the selected book
3. To analyse the position of women

Methodology: The analytical as well as the descriptive methods are used for the study. Both
primary and secondary data are consulted here to prepare this paper. Here, the Hitopadesa of
Narayan Pandit, ¢d. by Narayan Ram Acharya is being used for the relevant notes.

Discussion:

The women have been depicted in different forms such as glorious, compassionate,
goddess, lustful, adulterer etc. in literary works that have been created over the ages. Women
have to play different roles like mother, daughter, wife, lover etc. from time to time. Within these
roles, it is common that the scriptural works glorify the role of mother. In the book Hitopadesa,
the character, quality, weakness, foolishness, self-sacrifice of man etc. are presented through the
fables. Here, the various characters, habits of women are also stated in place to place. Various
aspects of women are included here as mother, wife, prostitute cte. and by these aspects female
appreciation, women’s quality and inferiority, characteristics of a virtuous woman, the means of
controlling women etc. are revealed.

Women as a mother: Mother is always compassionate to her child. She performs her duties and
showers her love upon her child without any self interest.> She is always busy for her child’s
welfare without any expectation in return. In the book taken for discussion, it is said that mother
is naturally a [riend or well-wisher for her child. But, in the same book, it is also directed that il
her son is foolish then a mother should give up her son considering him as excreta.* Again, it is
said that woman gives her son up when she is in hunger.’

Women are not trustable: In the Hiropadesa, women are presented as not faithful. It is said that

no one should trust on women.® Trusting women is like opening the door to death.”In addition to

it, it is found to be mentioned that friends are more reliable for a man than his wife or any
8

woman.

Girl child and Barren women: It is not a good omen when a girl child is born. But, it is better
than the birth ol a foolish son. The barrenness is also regarded as a bad omen like the birth of a
girl child.?

Women are enjoyable by the man: Women are described as an element of enjoyment for the

men. But, it is for a short period'®. Moreover, the women with new youth make the men feel
satisfied. By enjoying the women the men make themselves happy but they should not take care
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of the women as taking care of a woman is an obstacle for a man'' Likewise, it is like a burden
for the husband to support his wife whom he does not like'2.

Ways to know a wife: One can know his wife in his poor days'®. During that time, the best wife
does not give her husband’s company up. It is also mentioned in the Hitopadesa that generally
the woman goes to other man giving up her virtuous and rich husband. Therefore, it is an
exception to be with her poor husband.

Comparison between man and woman: There is a comparison in between man and woman in
some aspects like food, readiness of wit, perseverance and passion found in the Hitopadesa. It is
said that the food of women is twofold, their readiness of wit fourfold, perseverance six fold and
passion eightfold'*.

Praising of women: There are very limited place found where the women are praised in the
Hitopadesa. She is called as a wife who is obedient to her husband'®.One should protect his wife
at the expense of wealth'®. Again, it is found to be said that the women arc naturally wisc .the
similar thought is repeated in Kalidasa’s Abhijfianasakuntalam also'’.Women’s readiness of wit
is fourfold more than the man etc.'®.

Quality of a wife: There is a description found in the Hitopadesa regarding the quality of a
woman as a wife. A wile should be expert in the household works, prolific in children, love her
husband as her own life, and solely devoted to her husband. She should not be called a wife in
whom the husband does not get delight. The place of husband is kept higher than the all deities.
Therefore, it is said that when the husband is pleased, all the deities are pleased with women'?.
The husband is most precious ornament of a woman. Without the husband a woman is without
grace.? Like that, il is also said that the husband is only guru for women?'.

Duty of a chaste women and its result: If a husband looked at with angry cyes, and uscs harsh
words to his wife then also a wife should receive her husband with a cheerful countenance. The
worlds of great bliss are (in reverse) for these women who love their husband, whether living in a
city or a wilderness, whether reprobate or virtuous. Again, it is said that a women live in the
heaven for three (3) corers and a half years who follows her husband in death®.

Ways to protect chastity: It is found to be mentioned that due to only one reason a women can
stay as chaste- i.e., not wishing to have sex with others. The other qualities like shame, humility,
fear etc are not able to save her chastity?’.

Women Condemnation: Women condemnations are [ound in various places ol the Hitopadesa.
Women are called adulterer or fornicator in many times. Women remain good only if they do not
get space, person and facilities for fornication®. Lven the women are compared with the cows.
Women always want the ncw person as the cows scarch for new grass™. Thercfore, woman
breaks up from her husband and goes another wicked man®. Women always enjoy the company
of other men than their husbands. Therefore, the women are called as durjanagamya’ (who
always goes to wicked person).
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Women’s passion is very high. Tt is eightfold than men®®. Tt is also found that the woman
who has attained youth ncwly doesn’t want an old husband and it is also like poison for the old
husband having a young wife?®. The man who has young wife suffers a lot in his life.

In the Hitopadesa, women are recognized as liar, courageous, deceitful, jealous, greedy,
worthless and unholy. These are called the natural faults of a woman®’.

Reason of women’s adultery: Some factors are defined in the Hitopadesa which make women
adulterers. These are-liberty, staying at father’s house for a long period, enjoying festivals with
others, chatting with male, not following the rule, living with other adulterer woman, old
husband, husband’s aboard living etc®'. In addition to these, six more reasons are also stated-
drinking wine, living with wicked person, death of husband, roaming without a goal, staying or
sleeping at other’s house™.

Morcover, it is also mentioned that woman is spoiled when she stays alone with man.
Therefore, man is prohibited from sitting alone even with his mother, sister and daughter™.

Liberty and woman: “ pita raksati kaumare bharta raksati yauvane/ putrasca sthavare bhave

na strl svatantrayamarhati//”>*

-this well-known verse is found in the Manusmyti and included in the Hitopadesa also.
Many scholars have explained it in many ways. It is also already mentioned that liberty is
regarded as one of the causes of women’s adultery®. Therefore, “ pifG raksati...”- by this verse,
liberty of women is not supported and said that father guards a woman in her childhood, husband
in youth and son in old age( from adultery).

Prostitute: In the Hitopadesa, the author also makes mention in references to kuttani (who
teaches the prostitutes regarding prostitutions and connects in between the prostitute and man.)
and prostitute. Here, it is said that a prostitute always decorates herself for others i.e., man’. It is
common that a prostitute is always adulterous. She should be shameless. If a prostitute is shy she
will losc her profession®”.

Regarding kuztani, it is said that in religious matters the opinion of kuttani is not accepted
though that has appropriateness®®.

Happiness and sorrow of a man: The happiness of man depends on his wife. It is stated in the
Hitopadesa that having a beloved and sweet spoken wile is one of the reasons for happiness ol
man®. On the other hand, it is like having an enemy who has a very beautiful wife*®. Likewise,
the young wifc for an old man is poisonous*!.

Again, it is mentioned that there is no any man in this world who does not see other’s
young and beautiful wifc*. However, it is also mentioned that the wisc looks upon other’s wite
as mother®. It is like complete death for him who has a wicked wife. The misadventures
performed by a wife hurt the man*". Thus, the happiness and sorrow are defined according to his
wife’s appearance and nature.
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The means of pleasing woman: It is hard to please a woman. A woman cannot be owned over
(make them agree) by any gifls, honour, simplicity, attendance, with a weapon and not with
scriptural advice®. On the contrary, again it is said that woman can be pleased by gitts and
honour. The woman who cannot be pleased with any means should be given-up™.

A sideways look of a woman on man: The appcarance of woman has a hypnotic (attractive)
power. It is mentioned in many literary works also through the ages. The beautiful appearance of
Visnu pretending as Mohint fascinated even Lord Shiva. In the Hitopadesa, it is said that the
sideways look of a woman misleads the man and makes him impatient*”.

Shyness and woman: Shyness is considered as ornament of a woman. But, in the time of
cohabitation she should be bold instead of appearing shy*®, A prostitute should be always
shameless and other woman should be shy*.

Woman for treaty: In old days, woman was a means of treaty between two countries. Such type

of treaty was called ‘santana-sandhi ™.

From the above discussion, it is clear that the picture of women depicted in the
Hitopadesa is not satisfactory. Generally, it is considered that in vedic ages the women bore a
high status. On the contrary, through the picture as depicted in the Hitopadesa the status of
women was not so good. Here, it is revealed that the status of women is lower than men and the
men controlled over the women almost in every aspect. There is no support in respect of liberty
of women. From the various statements found in the book Hitopadesa, it is clear that the
patriarchal society defined a specific boundary for women’s work and movement. From the point
of view of men, women are always foolish, unbelievable, and wicked. The indication of sati
pratha is also observed in the Hitfopadesa. The birth of a girl child was not a good omen. From
these, it is apparent that the view of the society was not equal towards the male and female. It
was the duty of a woman to make her husband satisfied. The ‘courage’ which was generally
regarding as a virtue of a man but, at the same society it was regarded as a fault for a woman.

The society was very much aware about the activities of woman, but in the same time it
did not show any interest what a man does. Even the woman was accused of for bad character of
a man. Thus, it is noticed that women survived with gender discrimination. Women were used
for treaty also between two sovereigns. But there is no any matter revealed in this book regarding
the education and health of a woman. Thus, it is noticed that the picture of women depicted in
the Hitopadesa is different from the present status of women. It can also be said that here a
negative picture of women is presented.

It may be mentioned that the original author’s view on women and their activitics remain
unknown. Because the verses included in the book Hitopadesa are collected from different
treatises. But, it is clear that the statements regarding women found in it had an impact on the
society of the days of Hitopadesa.

The main purpose of writing the Hitopadesa was to teach the political ethics on the basis

of morality. That’s why to keep the young princes away from the tricks and desires of women
such type of statements were introduced in this book.
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Moreover, it can be stated that most of the views towards women which reflected in the
Hitopadesa arc of adverse type. There is a lot of condemnation of women in the book. The
concept of good or bad is accepted or formed time to time and society to society. In the time of
writing those books from which the statements are taken such type of opinions towards women
may be acceptable. But, now-a-days some opinions have no any relevance or acceptance. It is
true that new ones are built by the foundation of the past. People also learn from the past and
move towards the path of progress. It is clearly revealed from the picture depicted in the
Hitopadesa that due to the adverse attitude towards women, a huge gap was created between
men and women. Therefore, women had to lag behind men in terms of education, employment
etc. Women had to be victim of evil practice like Satidaha, child marriage etc. Even, till the time
of independence, the Indian women could not move satisfactorily and had to be under the control
of men. As a result the overall development of the socicty was obstructed. The development and
progress of society is made possible only through the co-operation of both men and women.
Only the high status of men can not indicate the progress of the society.

It is true that the social customs, concepts change over time. However, the pace of the
change can sometimes be fast or slow. Theretore, the attitude towards women in the past seems
to have changed now. Women have been able to attain achievement in various fields with their
skills. Of course, in some cases women are still lagging behind. Therefore, it is good for the
society to give up the adverse kind of attitudes towards women as mentioned in the Hitopadesa.
As it is a book on fables therefore let the adverse attitudes towards women remain as fable. Even
if someone reads the book Hitopadesa, it is expected that women’s status and dignity will rise
only il such ideas are not accepted.
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Introduction:

[Textual variants are an important area of study for the students of manuscriptology. In the study
of textual variants what is important is the loyalty to the original author. It should reflect the true
voice of the author. What is more important in the study of variant is not the quantity of variants,
but the quality of variants. In the case of present study, the textual variants have come into
picture as the author himself has undertaken the exercise of revising and editing his own text.]

Madhavacampt (MC.) of Chiranjiva Bhattacharya is an important work in the field of Champi
literature. Madhavacampt is a small kavya of Champt type which is the mixture of prose and
poetry. It deals with the five Uccavasa and they mainly focus on the exploits of Lord Krishana.
Two printed editions of this book are available to us. As the work was edited so many years ago,
first in 1971and the second in 1972,the text is corrupt and full of errors;even the printing is not
legible.Chiranjiva has also written another work on Alarhkarasastra named Kavyavilasa(KV.)

It is very much interesting to note here that Chiranjiva has quoted 23 verses of his own
Madhavacampii(MC.) as the illustrations of various Alamkaras in KV. After a close comparison
of the verses quoted in the KV,with that of MC, it is interesting to note that the verses in KV are
more accurate and authentic from the poetic stand point. It seems that they are revised very
carcfully by the author himself.

Therefore an attempt is made here to find out difference in textual variants in the verses of
Madhavacamp@i(MC.) andKavyavilasa(KV.) We found such 23 verses of MC.which are quoted
in KV. There are questions why the author has edited and revised his own creation when he
revisited it for the purpose of discussing Alarhkaras in his another text, Kavyavilasa. Here the
textual variants become significant, because they have originated from the author himself. All
the great writers have an urge to turn their writings into perfect pieces of literature. It seems that
Chiranjiva Bhattacharya when returned to his own text could see some bit of imperfections in his
own book and felt like revising. These imperfections could be related to the choice of words,
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grammar, and even phonemes. In the case of these two books textual variants are observed in
wording, including word order, omission or addition of words, even spelling differences.

Chiranjiva Bhattacharya is a Naiyayika -Poetician of Bengal His real name was Vamdeva but he
is well-known by his pen name Chiranjiva, given to him by his uncle out of affection. His
father’s name was Raghvendra, the author of Mantrarthadipa. He was the pupil of
BhavanandaSiddhantvagishaasas well as RaghudevaNyayalamkara, two great Naiyayikas of
Bengal, from whom he studied Nyaya and Alamkara.Nothing much is known about his personal
history. But he wrote many shlokas in praise of Yashvantsinha, who was a Naib Diwan
Sujauddaulah of Bengal. He must have been patronized by Yashavantasinha. The exact date of
Chiranjiva’s birth is not known. Yashvantasinha ruled in about saka 1653 or 1731 A.D. His
literary activities were extended for many years beginning in the last quarter of the 17" century
and down to the middle of the 18" century.

Chiranjiva is a prolific writer. He has written many works but some are lost. His available works
are as follows:

1.Madhavacampt
2.Vidvanmodatarangint
3Srgaratating

4 Vrttaratnavali

5. Kavyavilasa

In Vidvanmodatarangini he makes a note that he has written many works on Nyaya and on other
Shastras but none of them are yet traced anywhere.

The textual variants we find in (KV.) scem to be more refined and accurate. We can
catcgorize thesevariants in five parts. (1) Variants based ongrammatical aspects. (2)Variants
based on use of Prakrit language (3) Variants due to change of phrase or a line. (4)Variants

crop upunder the impact of regional language (5) Variants due to {ﬁF’TQTandircHH

Variants due to grammatical aspects:

Madhavachampu Kavyavilasa
| T Tt
27 Fsf
49T RIS
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6.a7a9<d EIRIEZ)
gAikk! ikl
8. A EEE]
9. FATAEIFA AT AT

Variants based on Prakrit language

Madhavachampu Kavyavilasa
10,9594 LERH
11.Frrmm (RER

Variants due to change of phrase or a line.

Madhavachampu Kavyavilasa
12 LIERE

13 4T REEL
14395l ikl
16,737 BELEE]
17.FFoom fere

19. =T [ERUGEIREE
20.ferr

21 qETTARIE TR
2097 T

23.9=gaT ElcEll
24T feAd

25, FHFTHHAT TR AT
26, [ERIERG

27 ATAT: el

2879 T

29 aTATEEATHA T HIREIEREIEE]
30 7rfieT THeh
31w NGASIEET

33 AT T A HEg e T TeTaT- B IR CI R L DIE R ID RIS RE R
RMEIE AR IR MEIRLRE] FRETETTEga g |
34.fme e
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[ 35.7mTET ATERT

Variants crop up under the impact of regional language

Madhavachampu Kavyavilasa
36.aTgFEATAT: IR LERIRIE
37 FATELAD: AAELAT:

Variants due to {%fWQTandErc?Jﬂ

Madhavachampu Kavyavilasa
38.79re ?J‘ET W‘?
39F e

Textual variants are an important area of study for the students of manuscriptology. In the study
of textual variants what is important is the loyalty to the original author. It should reflect the true
voice of the author. What is more important in the study of variant is not the quantity of variants,
but the quality of variants. In the casc of present study, the textual variants have come into
picture as the author himself has undertaken the exercise of revising and editing his own text.The
textual variants of Madhavacampafall into the category of syntactic and also at the level of
semantics in a given context. Sometimes thisalteration brings the changes in the meaning also
and that is the significant aspect of textual variants. There are some trivial changes also which
do not bring any value. We can sum up the textual variantsol' Madhavacampt by stating that the
author has revisited his text to make it more refined and superior.

In the present study I have made an attempted to edit the text of Madhavacampt by taking the
best of both Madhavacampii and Kavyavilasa presenting before you the text which could be the
final version of the author.

We have [ound good number of variants about thirty nine are available in KV. and these are not
incorporated in MC by any of the editors. It is striking that the Madhavacamptil is edited twice
by different editors but none of them have consulted the Kavyavilasa which was edited earlier in
the year 1925 which could have helped them to some extent in revising and giving better
readings of MC.

Taking into consideration this fact there is a dire need of revising the text of Madhavacampin
light of the text variants available in Kavyavilasa
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Edited Text(with best possible variants-by the researcher- Dr. Preeti
Pujara)

-
9 X TH= :

o e o ones o

EREEIERISIEEERIEIEFIREII

o e o o = o o

"h"ill"IIHH?‘{II’J"II'\'IHQ'\*IMH\IQII !

aEraae e I gl ATt Tl (MC. 1.1, P.1)
P .

ERERIEERES LI EEIHIRC IR

LRI R G RIEE IR R AR )

oWt

AT F A e g (MC. 1.12, P.4)

o

AT gl Ao T |

TYTACIATE T A AT 2 TEa: I(MC. 1.42, P.10.)

o 3 o
ATATATY LA FE A AT TR TS THHT-

o = N
A ATR AT A ATHAT AT L

oo

o o~ . s ¢
UqEAT-EITHTIA g ATH AT 9T

A o e Gepeasad(MC. 2.5, P.13.)

6
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(1) FEEAKV.(2) FOMC.(3)FEaAKV.(4) FRTEIMC.  (S)FTamaMC.

Toad:MC.

R L a2 R B GG R T EAC P

RS TasETE s Toa T I(MC. 2.6, P.13.)

Ao et i 1 (MC. 2.20, P.21))

o o N I
LEEAEEGIERIEEBESEN LR IEER]
ERERICLIEK| THIIFTATAT AT

o e 3 12
FAGAHITAATAATHITTA: "Toodd

TR (MC. 3.2, P.21)

HEATH AT AT AT
FATTHTR AT

S .13
Adqc

TIHAAETIFFTN (MC. 3.30, P.24.)
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(7) TIEFET KV. (8) SRR KV.(9)TATFAMC. (10)FTomMC. (11)zaqeriaaiMC.
(12)fEerRETMC. (13)FrmTMC.

A T HTS AT AR T
FITITAITACA AR T oI

safaa e AT T (MC. 4.6, P.34.)
LI R G Rk C1E: I R R G

N e o ;
Pl G R L R LI S R B C B RIGIR ]
ST TENToR T ¥ AT TRTO TS SET T TRl
YT =8 [ ST T A IS Ta g a: 1 (MC. 4.7, P.34.)

KIRI R A v BRI R R E R IR G

17 o o = e
AT=eodT AT HATATHIHTIG T

o o o
[ ATATAT I THHTR A T T AT A AT

TSR RN ATATaq [gea Taavargd il (MC. 4.18, P.37.)

L PRI B G BN e E R U e E-Gl
AT P g A g by
AragTirafaa Ay feegefeaaTasT:I(MC. 4.24, P.38-39.)
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(14) HAATIIMC.(15) BTMC.

(16) TIMC. (17) T===TMC.

FfstET e

CERIEANMEEEIEE ER ]
T P FerTfRaaTRsEaTH (MC. 4.50, P.43.)

=~ PR o o 20
RIS A LA e AT R o -

R L K s e RN 1R o Y e s
TR AT A AT AT s e e -

T T e daTeE EroTata: i (MC. 5.4, P.45.)

FFATTAATG AT
TACTTH TR TG -
geaqiurfemaTa= = (MC. 5.12,P.46.)
A ST AT AT

FaATogIa AT

TR TS RT
TR T oA =TT Il (MC. 5.12,P.46.)
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(18)  WEEMEIMC (19 EREMC. Qo)aFesaaIMC.21)  FefemMe.22)

T MC.(23)FATLAT:MC.(24) ATHTMC. (25)TFFMC. (26)7FamATHRIMC.
IR AL IREE I UEIRIE KR
ATATHTETE A [T A a1

AAATET R AT e a e =,

FrmesE iE? wiaRmeEreEEati(MC. 5.14,P.47.)

S el 30
SaPcheedleTdAsid ST ATcH A 921N

G RIER L R EE E I M IR EE
TRAR I g A A a3 (MC. 5.28,P.49.)

ST IR Hq a?’l EEE

o

MR IR PR RIRG R R

AT AFCATATTTCAT AT AT

AT AT ATt I (MC. 5.29,P.49-50.)

(27) ATHTAHMC. (28) FefFereraMC. (29)FEEmearFiafaMC. (30) Taamaa=aMC.

(31) TAGMC. (32) AT Fehea v augg v adadr-

ARG FIR R AT UK V. (33)FEaTK V.
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ATHIUAEq AT R ATH T AT T2 ATAT

BN

=+ % KRIE ECIS Z'ird"h‘-ilqddll‘{lﬂ"ll‘?‘llr;ddlqlil

ot

i o [N o - [al
DT DADHIALATA AT AT TT=T<THT-

ISSN 2320-2025

TR T AT A e T T a e iqﬁTﬁ?[ll(MC. 5.30,P.50.)

S T 3
FAATTOG @ T H TS AT AT -

o o

S R R E EEI AL EIG IR R

. o o o 35
EEEIEIM R EI R IERRRINGEEE

e SR AT I (MC. 5.32,P.50.)

T AT T e TSy -

STATATET TS TH T AT A T |

FATCTH AT AR eyl (MC. 5.37,P.51.)

o o o

o [ o 39
ST A ] AT F AT AT TH S T=hd
o \?\" (5 o_\" T“HIH ?j\-'-lil Iﬁ S %9 B2 ?I E_\'

AT AR T T H [T AT o

ATATRAAHF LA TATLA A TTN(MC. 5.46,P.53.)

G4HFTFFEETTKY (35) frazMC.G6)Fw=aMC. (37)7daMC.
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(38)TTATEET KV.(39)TaT5 e iFaTMC.
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EIEERIEE CIeh B i C I E b s L2 C N R LA EA P L U A b CO 2o G
FATACSTEAATCHATIT AT TR TeAE AT T FATT TEAT [FOAT0T THTeT: TG 447

oW N N o

TSIt g afsrrfea) v g syqardssa: e awame g el

Qe aTRAsEfeg et et afafaredfEe =i wer aeay

TAANEY AT AT Ifd 9q SeAd WATTETERT FEIn TETHeT
TEATHATTHITIRET  TIAET AACAFEIAe I AHl e eaaaeT  JeaqHiaeT

AT RAATI: TS T TErT i g T8 A Gaigend SaE T

o o
TE HGIrd & g AT

IOl TE AMeeET AR 391 SETeaad fFeiaTeATEeT IgdaTeae THH

o

A ArEAta - dwEe T W 1 TATEES: qenTdniadTId 2 geRrvs i

AV[TEET AR T | TAH T ATHATAT 2T —

§p: TRT fATT: QT AT Sy aa AT
T 1T FFTTI=T AR T TIFHT 727 (AT 113

o o

FaIfy  FEAR AIHATERHET AT WAl AEdiAdinEdyd AedguiHe T
FevaTerdufiaTe®:T ud g gafea | WEEnT a: el 97 S gaaedTiaadr e
FreTeaeegeaTeT | fFma s Teem faw =i wTeraT ST AR R S
AT AqeATd foeanl Fed: | Irq AT ad g a3 AN aad g, 378 A1 A Tqer
HAT Tl a7 5o | 7 RITeATopersas ATy ATy a4t | 4
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FIAEATR T JAHEES:  AEFGIAT AW AT TAHATEA AHATae

qETAAATY TR TR — 29T [T g 7 7 gEFaRy g7 1 5 Tt

7T AreraeT (FEaT:) i 79 39 - 3 A0 A6 Wema ATy 1 gt | 3
T AR AT T 4G TEIE (AT I | AT TS UT AT FAUEG ST
e s 7 Afeena:! TArRda i 77 ardEe | 71 S smrerfaerd wy wrft: oAt afy

A Wy FEEEA, T | dAeEs: gemrAitheel | 6 Bdfimaeeany AR
Herfiaaaes FeErE Rt TRALAT | IEFRCATATIAT. IATIaTT a1 | 7

o

qUEh AT A AT Fag: Thadd| Bdmres Batawreraias G 9=

SUTE AT ereR TSR] qEW: U, T AT FRIANHTIAY ST S qaee ey | 8
THAATEHqE TAAHVSET TGN A= GIsTEreaT 50 Had, T TFaeal HegmedT
AEAEAATT:, AAFT: Afedsd TmeT e | aAeEs: g, Aate
STTEAHTATS FTETHAA | © AATITLTIS JATEATIET TAY Ao QAT TAALMZEA T -

-

o'y o ¥ Y [N
[T TALRT TIqTHET T adleTg&d [ddeTd |

T FTEET GWIT | TAADATHT FeTawad W] 10

o o o o o o

o e o Y
LA YT®, TEHTICHSTITAT 2

o

ey, Feerauy, gEsarEaEE, ey

FIIeaT T AN ST | 11
AR GHET AT AHE aA g |
51'5‘4'JFISQ_LWI(\(HIuquli(\ﬂc!,ri E]"éji]’ ﬂﬁl“h U‘H'f\'*'{‘U|chLq‘¢-iqd|l—q;‘ | qAT ATHTE WEW

Fewd dFq, 99 AW T g e SWq FROTEAT A eTdd | Sal
frfafafRrersrerT=ar e gaae g RaaT e aEjrriaetaf |

TAT T FATRFT: FATHFALTIGAT T ATETHATS | 12
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ElREURIEIERIEEFILE

PITHITIET YTHTTAVGATZT , UF 7 AHIAged S99 T Sqra=aleersaar 731

T TFF: 1 TR — A ZEAHEGeITAT GTa 9T a7 4T T, ar
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TR TS YR fate, 7 O giEww: o tafim oy argweaengEay |

T wEeTEe G gve e qare MR agen e e | 9

Aarqeaed MawI=gq - TFHE AEAl AN qaade R oEAraed 3l q6n

o e oo

TRrATRTE AT el Aot ®: | T ST aed ] awy g HATATaar| Srara i

REARIE GG A B e B R T B T A A R T e B R LA B R b s U | 2 Lo

o o

FFTersaq? sAaeqag SR gemaue e genfifa fserts i
figreeragar fRRadsr aaegT 7 BiyEf germ Tona g % - 7 AT
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w21 15 UE AT FTATT ETeE gentEt fE |
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FALEATTIRIEITTIRT T | - AZTvqge, FErarsd- 2,4.7

FERCITHATE - 4.4.8

AT qE T graseTgaqr T&M{Edew;qrqlsl fa =@

qTSTea T AT BIGEINE ERSEEl IdFQ’iICIJ*II-"I"I(GlM

mﬁ?—{%waﬁﬁwﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁmmwﬁwmawﬁ - TR AT,
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T uatEaeeg fafetEfad dafid @ @) 7 7 qfeeet 9y 59 augq ot
STt AGTS]: HeH U ACHTES €1 | - TSR, orEaearsy - 1,1.21

. TTogedT HFRAIR] e THg] arAvHaAT | - FSMiars - 1.2.13

AT HEAT  Fe MM SaiHedl R | - #9 T - 1.2.13
T TTICAMT AEECEAT — Wk GEATINETY ARSI | HEAr
TEAUNHITeAgY: e | A WEEl TR Al deq  deeaTeAdT
fremTEameEfd | - FmtAaf - 1.2.20

AR A FRwedn WA A | - qrERmmTE - 2.2.2
fry TeFwditivg | adem aftenfy dwa =t ffwg ag | By e
TTHTHRTIR TS & G | - AUEhITATT, JTSHTT — 2.2.2

. UTSUTEAT =T EIEGE R TFT GIEEE) |

STAfEE HEH weT gfeafags fAvedy e - gresnfAay - 3019
TS Feafy; TUIS: geR: et SaeT (AgEeee Feem afeaer: |-

T ate, AT - 3.1.9

10. AqraaiaHuTe-3.3

11, FemvgatAyis - 6.35; 6.20 ; 6.38 , FAaeAMMYR - 1.20 , ggerE@@METTE - 3.29,
TETATIHR AT - 6.13, TEETRgFq=TE - 6.3 .

12....%% S ATHETEET TAATRTATT FEHH ; TG0 757 | 7 T4 g

? AT A — TSATMI | TEATIHEION ST T SAATTHHT T | 3z T ; TAT q7a

SHAARH STAAHaar qieasd ag]or siad — Jareaadr Eead 3 qead | a7 afeds

TEI AT AqeTae A | ... - BIFRRTIAT(R-3.4, STERCHATE |
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Theory of Lord Siva in the thoughts of Rabindranath Tagore: A Study
Dr. Husna Parvin
Assistant Protessor, Department of Sanskrit,
University of Gour Banga, Malda, (W.B)

Introduction:

‘Satyam, Sivam, Sundaram’ that is, he is the truth, he is beautiful, he is goodness, and
that is the Lord Siva. His apparently terrible form of fact is actually another disguise of him.
From the vedic era to legendary era (Pouranik) it has been shown that Lord Siva is the
omnipotent, omnipresent almighty, creation takes place only at his will and command. In the
end, as per the desire of Lord Siva, all creations disappear during the doomsdays. Before
creation takes place, Lord Siva in the fire form changes into the phallic form, known as the
Linga. Sometimes in the Puranas, Lord Siva was re-clected as a welfare and sometimes as a
Rudra or Fearsome. In the play of Abhijiiasakuntalam of the epic poet Kalidasa, the eight
images of Lord Siva is described as word of praises. However, the greatness of Sivmatism
adds a different dimension of Rabindranath’s literature. Now we will focus a little on the
discussion.

Discussion:

The thought of Lord Siva has got a dazzling greatness in Rabindranath Tagore’s
imagination. In the Aryaan society the entry of Lord Siva or the vedic God Rudra not but the
Aryaan Lord Siva’s conjunction. Actually by the two different images God Rudra appeared in
Aryaan social culture, here one was as Rudra (Fearsome) and the other was as Prasanna
(Cheerful). It seems that Rudra (Fearsome) is the deity of destruction on the other hand Lord
Siva is the deity of prosperity and blissfulness.

In the Rgvedic era, the sage poet uttered some prayers to calm down or
unimpassioned the God Rudra (Fearsome). Moreover this in Jajurveda we saw that some
mantras are prescribed to alleviate Lord Siva’s fierce anger. In Atharvaveda the almighty was
described as the cause of human sacrifice and as horrible of add to death. He is the supreme
God and the God of all out cast. He was adored as the Rudra God in various Upanisads.

In the Maitrayani Upanisad Lord Siva was adored as a great spirit, and in Svetasvetar
Upanisad he was exalted as parama Brahma. Besides this in Pro$nopanisad he is worshiped

as Prajapati, Varga etc. In the later sutra books the vedic God Rudra Siva was defined as
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‘Sankara’ and in the Aryaan era with the mixture of secular devotion the God Rudra was
matured as Sankara or Siva, the God of fortune and misfortune.

In the books of Buddhist Jataka and Dirgha Nikaya (Tripitaka), the great grammarian
Panini’s ‘Bagiévara - Maheévara’ law in the form of Kautilya, the meaning of Siva is
mentioned in various forms. In the Ramayana, he is the God of the Aryaan and Non-Aryaans.
Besides this, in the era of Mahabharata, the ideals of Lord Siva and the deity of Saiva are
firmly well established. He is known in the name of Brahma, man’s God, Pasupati etc
respectively. Lord Siva and Parvati’s marital virtues, worship of Siva etc. have had a
tremendous influence even in their religious life. Today the honourable place of Lord Siva,
the almighty, the most comprehensive, omniscient, the destroyer and the God of Godliness,
devotion and philosophy is still unchanged. In Rgveda Lord Siva’s dance and music talent
has been recognized. In the drama of acharya Bharata’s Natyasastra and in Nandike§vara’s
‘Abhinaidarpana’ mahadeva or Lord Siva is an original actor and a real farm of Paramesvara.

In the great poet Kalidasa’s literature God Rudra was introduced as Jogisvara and
Umapati Siva. Besides this we also get a special introduction of Lord Siva as Natardja or the
great dancer in Kalidasa’s poetry. For example in Meghadiitam after the death of Gajasura,
Lord Siva’s rampage dance or Tandava Nrtya was introduced by this verse:-

“Nrtyarambhe harapasupateradranagajineccharm.

Santodabegastimitunayanarn drstabhakhibhanya.” (Purba Megha 137)

More ever the pleasant and graceful character of Lord Siva was portrayed mainly in
Kalidasa’s literature.

The thought of Kalidasa’s Siva was expanded in Tagore’s literature in various way
and various idealistic concepts are harmonized with each other. In Indian culture the thought
of Lord Siva was expanded from Aryaan mind to Kalidasa’s mind and on from Tagore’s
literature, the picture of Siva was mobilized by his great eyes of imagination. In Tagore’s
concept the thought of Lord Siva was well established as a fundamental or eternal truth.
Specially the knowledge of Brahma and the universe gives the solid establishment of the
concept of Lord Siva. At the time of deliberation of the concept, the poet (Rabindranath
Tagore) brought up the moving nature of Lord Siva. He told that although the concept of
Lord Shivaentered the Aryaan society as a special feature of God Rudra, the Aryaan and non-
Aryaan farms are individually existing in his soul. According to Aryaan concept he was
depicted as Jogiswara Mahadeva, who was plunged in joy after calcined the deity of Kama.

His pleasant, passionate of excitement character, in his indomitable dance, and his

obsolete status etc everything were composed with the help of the idealistic concept of
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destruction. His addiction on the outside is the mutation and only death but at the heart it is
the soluble in one. This is called the Advaita siitra of the Aryaan civilization.

In the 39™ verse of Tagore’s ‘Utsarga’ playwright (poetry) the deity of Rudra Siva
and the poet’s ‘Jivan Devata’ (Life deity) have become identical. The poet has urged the life
deeply to be in a broken heart.

“Nami he bhisana, Mouna, Rikta,

eso mora bhanga alaye |

lalate tilaka rekha

jena se vahnilekha,

haste tomar lauhadanda

bajiche lauha valaye ||

$tnya phiriya jeyona atithi,

sab dhana mora na laye |

eso eso bhanga alaye || ” (Utsarga, 39)

In a relation with death, the poet has formulated the great allegorical significance of
the idol of Siva, the crimination dweller, the death of Sati and the burnt incident of the deity
of Kama or madana etc. Because only death is the ultimate destination of this living world.
That is why we have established our eternal hope and desire within that death. Where the
poet (Tagore) expresses Lord Siva’s welfare ideal, his killing character of the deity Kama etc
directly or by a meaningful way, there is a special touch of feelings of Kumarsambhava is
felt. The identity of this feeling is found in the 45" verses of the poetry of ‘Utsarga’. Behind
the apparent void form of death an incomparable and beautiful picture is captured by the poet
and the main fact is well established that behind the death of the God Rudra, the gracious
Lord Siva is the eternal truth.

In the Vth act of Kumarsambhava we see that in disguise of Brahma, Lord Siva
condemned about himself to Uma, hearing that Uma felt so irritable and perturbed.

The description of Prophetic interpretation of the Lord Siva and Parvati of the
Kumarsambhava is also available in Tagore’s ‘Sesavarsana’ poetry.

Natargja said in a lyrical style that — if there is a match of hard and softness, then there
is a harmony of the union of Lord Siva and Parvati (the two and the others). Nataraja has
become incandescent in the fundamental subject in Tagore’s own imagination. As the God of
life or jivana-devata is poet’s own creation, similarly the idea of Lord Siva has also
developed by poet’s basic feelings and ideology. That is why the Nataraja or Lord Siva is a

special theory to the author or poet. Describing the variation of the six-seasons of
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Rabindranath’s ‘Sesavarsana’ drama, the earliest ending of the story of Kumarsambhava’s
Hara-Parvati has been adopted. The poet thinks that who is Siva (Sivam), he is beautiful
(Sundararh). The poet is the worshiper of the Lord Siva, therefore he is the worshiper of the
beauty too.

Conclusion:

However, in this context it can be said that in the literature of Rabindranath, the
incomparable advaita sutra of Indian Siva is still alive commonly in all Indian’s heart and
mind. Lord Siva had received a diverse and elaborate glory in the literature of great poet
Rabindranath Tagore. Not only in Kalidasa’s literature, the character of Lord Siva is glorified
also by the great poet Rabindranath in his literary work. Therefore, the relevance of Rabindra
literature in relation to the discussion of Lord Siva theory in literature is still noticeable and
significant enough.
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The development of the figure of speech

Yathasamkhyain Sanskrit Rhetoric: A brief study
Dr. Pratim Bhattacharya
Assistant Professor in Sanskrit,
Sukumar Sengupta Mahavidyala,

Keshpur, Paschim medinipur

Yathasamkhya, which is also known as ‘krama’, has been treated by the
majority of Sanskrit rhetoricians as a prominent arthalamkara. It can be created
by the sequence of words or senses or both. He figure becomes more effective
when varieties of objects are mentioned in it and they are referred to at least
twice or thrice. The strikingness generated from the orderly mention of the
objects in yathasamkhya is the essence of the figure.

Bhamaha is the oldest rhetorician to recognize yathasamkhya. He defines
the figure as—

bhityasamupadistanamrthanamasadharmanam/
. . . - 1
kramaso yoanunirdeso yathasamkhyam taducyate//

Udbhata burrows this definition in verbatim
(Kavyalamkarasarasamgraha. 3.2.). When many dissimilar things mentioned
carlier are subsequently referred to in the same order, the figure is called
yathasamkhya. The commentator Prattharendurdaja suggests that the title
yathasamkhya indicates the nature of the figure comprehensively. In
yathasamkhya the syntactical order or connection of objects is not described in
words but it is understood by the means of suggestion. The connection of the
objects (anvaya) stated subsequently follows the order indicated by the number
of the objects mentioned carlier in an exact manner. The maintenance of the
definite order gives the figure the name vathasamkhya’.

Dandin defines the figure without going into the controversy of asserting
similarity or dissimilarity between the two groups of objects which constitute
the figure. He states that the figure is termed ‘krama’ and ‘samkhyanam’ also—

uddistanam padarthanamaniiddeso yathakramam/
yathasamkhyamiti proktam samkhyanam karma itvapi//”*
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— He illustrates the figure with a charming verse praising the beauty of a lady
using natural analogous objects—

dhruvam te corita tanvi! smiteksanamukhadhyutih/
snatumambhah pravistayah kumudotpalapankajaih// *

Vamana is the only rhetorician to clearly mention that there must be an
underlying sense of similarity among the objects mentioned in order in this
figure. He defines this figure which he terms as ‘krama’ in the following
manner—

- = = 5
upameyopamananam kramasambandhah kramah/

— In the following vreti he clarifies his view and terms ‘upameya’ and
‘upamana’ as ‘udddest” and ‘anuddest respectively

upameyanamupamananam coddesinamanuddesinam ca kramasambandhah
6
kramah/

— This is quite similar to Dandin. According to Vamana, in this figure the
objects are mentioned in the same order respectively as the standards to which
they are compared. He illustrates the figure to support his view in the following
verse—

tasyah prabandhalilabhiralapasmitadystibhih/

Jivante vallaktkundakusumendivarasrajah//”

Here at first the upameya objects have been mentioned and then the
upamana objects are stated respectively in the order of the upameya objects to
which they are compared.

Rudrata has dealt with this figure in a detailed manner. He describes the
figurc as—

nirdisyante yasminnarthd vividha yayaiva paripatya/
punarapi tat pratibaddhastayaiva tat syat yathasamkyam// ®

—He states that the figure has to be implemented with variety of objects
arranged in a specific order. He also asserts that this figure becomes charming
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when the objects mentioned are many even though they are referred to only a
few times. In case where only two objects are mentioned first, they will have to
be referred to at least three or four times to create poetic charm. For best results
the poet should mention a great number of objects and then he should refer them
at least twice or thrice—

tad dvigunam trigunam va bahusiiddistesu jayate ramyam/
yattesu tathaiva tato dvayostu bahusoapi vadhrivat/®

Rudrata illustrates yathasamkhya with two example verses of which the
first one is an instance of three times reference of three objects while the second
one is an example of four times reference of two objects—

kajjalahimakanakarucah suparnavrsahamsavahanah sam vah/
Jaladhinidhigiripadmastha hariharacaturananda dadadu//
dugdhodadhisailasthau suparnavrsavahanau ghanenduruci/
madhumakaradhvajamathanau patam vah sarngasitadharau// "

— It is clcar that Rudrata is the first rhetorician to clearly put emphasis on the
dissimilarity present in the figure yarhasamkhya. This view-point is quite
opposite of that of Vamana for the former clearly requires that the objects
mentioned in succession in this figure should have between them a relation of
similarity. The examples shown by Rudrata also give the figure an independent
outlook. The examples of the figure furnished by Bhamaha and Dandin contain
some other figures like vyatireka and upamda in them along with yathasamkhya
whereas Rudrata’s examples of the figure contain no other tigures other than
vathasamkhya. Vagbhata I also follows Rudrata in delineating the figure.

Kuntaka has rejected yathasamkhya as a separate figure. Hemacandra has
also discarded the figure. According to him, yathasamkhya requires a sentence
to observe the rule of orderliness in it and therefore it cannot be regarded as a
figure of speech.

Jagannatha endorses this view and argues that this figure should not be
recognized as a distinct figure since it does not contain any creative poetic
genius which is the soul of a figure''. He, though, has dealt with this figure in
detail in his work. This is because in yathasumkhya many objects are
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respectively connected together and this orderly arrangement creates
strikingness.

Bhoja is the second rhetorician after Vamana to accept yathasamkhya in
the name of karma. He defines the figure as—

sabdasya yadi varthasya dvayoapyanayoratha/
bhananam paripatva yat kramah sa parikirtitah// "*

— According to Bhoja the figure karma can be formed by installing an orderly
arrangement of either words or senses or both. The orderly arrangement of
words can be done in individual words or in sentences. The orderly arrangement
of senses can be done in order of time or in order of place. The sequence of both
word and senses can also be done by giving prominence to words or senses.

Mammata" and Ruyyaka'* have given terse and simple definition of the
figure yathasamkhya. Ruyyaka mentions two varieties of this figure which are
created from the sequence of words and senses respectively.

Vagbhata II follows Dandin and Ruyyaka in his treatment of the figure.
Jayadeva, Vidyadhara, Vidyanatha, Visvanatha, Appayyadiksita, Kavikarpapiira
and Jagannatha follow the contemporary path in their treatment of the figure.
Their definitions and analysis of the figure do not throw any new light on the
characteristics of the figure.

Reference notes

1. Kavyalamkara of Bhamaha. 2.89.

2. tatra hi samkhyopalaksitakramanatikramena Sabdenanupattoapi
padarthanamanvayah samasriyate/ ato vathakramam
padarthanamanvayadhvananddetasyalamkarasya  yathasamkhyata/ - Laghuvriti,

Kavyalamkarasarasamgraha. 3.2.
Kavyadarsa. 2.273.

Ihid. 2.274.
Kavyalamkarasiutravrtti. 4.3.17.
Ibid.

Ibid.

Kavyalamkara of Rudrata. 7.34.

. Ibid. 7.35.

0. 1bid. 7.36-37.
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11. yathasamkhyamalamkarapadavimeva  tavat  kathamarodhum  prabhavatiti  tu
vicaranivam/  na hyasmillokasiddhe kavipratibhanirmitatva-syalamkarata
Jivatorlesatopyupalabdhirasti/  yenalamkaravyapadeso mandagapi  sthane — svat/
atopakramatvariipadosabhava eva yathasamkhyam/ - Rasa-gangadhara. Chapter 11,
p- 478.

12. Sarasvati-kanthabharana. 4.79.

13. yathasamkhyam kramenaiva kramikanam samanvayah/- Kavyaprakasa. 10.108.

14, uddistanamarthanam kramenanunirdeso yathasamkhyam/- Alamkarasarvasva. p-
148.
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** From the general doctrines of the Sanskrit rhetoricians we can form some
basic ideas about the characteristics of the figure yathasamkhya or karma—

i) Yathasamkhya is formed when different objects or groups of objects
mentioned earlier are subsequently referred to in the same order.

1) Yathasamkhya

iii)
v)
**% Vamana’s treatment of the figure is quite unique as it puts emphasis
on the element of similarity present in the figure. The orderly succession
of objects in the figure provides it with a natural charm. But the

requirement of similarity advocated by Vamana supplies strikingness to
the figure even further.
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“rgdere-1.69

362



et Vol. XXl ISSN 2320-2025

Iy HindTdeE fetet = aarfa:|
SeAeRTATH: § vg Regifavafal s

feltuen T gF andsfa aoaa HRaar ARAHEpeai: Fecduiarad | I &
FIATTTAGUTATEEG  3TEAT Gt HEPTa>a Geprerafal wiar: | Tt

gfeyamr ufadar: Reuarar fufdemm:|
fasomat fandiereat drawafa faew: 114 3fa
U TEOROT IaeAAeAvSe afaaafc 1321

FFARYET e Iior ear fgate fAeramy Tega|
Tsha TeelaRIeTaTaT UHT Tagaed 31 O: | "4 5fa
ImaTecAfae vareel Mefn: 31w g
. QS
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Our phonetic categories and terminology owe more than is perhaps generally realised to

the influence of Sanskrit phoneticians.

( phonetics in ancient India ,W.S.Allen, P.3)
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The Research journal of BAPS is an ISSN marked research journal depicting the
thoughts of SWAMINARAYAN philosophy. The new arrival of this journal is an unique
contribution of this organisation to Indian philosophy. Five Papers are selected to publish in
current issue. All papers are praise worthy and reflecting the Indian knowledge system. The
chief editor Swami Bhadreshdas has properly guided the editors to design the papers with new
research methodology which gives proper information in concern area and also guide
researchers in proper way for conducting their research in particular area.

In introduction page he declares the aim and objective of the research Institute.
The BAPS Swaminarayan Research Institute encourages in-depth, cross-disciplinary scholarly
research of Indian culture, its religions, philosophies, languages, sacred art-architecture, and
rich collection of literature.

Committed to the promotion of reverent scholarly research, the Institute nourishes a
unique atmosphere allowing for researchers and practitioners to work together to produce

informative, practical, and rigorous academic research.

A brief note has been prepared by Swamiji on all articles which focusing the thrust area
of the papers as follows:

The first work in this issue, (itled "An Introduction (o Parabrahman Svaminarayaha's
Vacanam['ta," presents a succinct overview of the Vacanamrta. It is an excellent starting point

for those who are unfamiliar with the Aksara-PuruSottama Darsana and the Vacandm['ta, one
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of the darSana's foundational sacred texts. The work covers a myriad of subjects, including the
significance of the Vacanam['ta within the tradition, its creation, brief biographical accounts of
its compilers, the text's organization and structure, its presentation and pedagogy, authenticity,
audience, and contemporary readership. By covering these topics, the work lays the necessary
foundation for further inquiry into the content of the sacred text.

The second piece in the issue, the "Siddhantapatram," is an English translation of
Pramukh Swami Maharaj's own exposition of Bhagavan Svaminarayana's core teachings. As
the guru of the Aksara-PuruSottama Dar$ana, Pramukh Swami Maharaj possessed unique
insights into the teachings of the Dar$ana and unparalleled authority to its adherents. In this
work, his detailed description of the foundational principles of the dar$ana elaborates on the
darSana's unique metaphysics and soteriology. For this reason, it is an essential read for those
seeking to become familiar with the DarSana's philosophical positions. By defining the
necessary framework for understanding SviminarayaRa's teachings, this work also serves as

a requisite reading to explore the revelations of the Vacanamfta.

After that, Dr. Swami Shrutiprakashdas, the head of the AARSH rescarch institute in
Gandhinagar, Gujarat, presents his paper in Sanskrit titled: “Wﬂ?ﬁéﬁ?ﬁﬂ:’ His work
discusses the nature and significance of the various titles assigned to cach "Vacanamrta." It
also categorizes the titled used within the text and highlights the nomenclature behind their

creation.

The fourth article: "The Vacanamfta: A Unique Pra$nopaniSad" is authored by Dr.
Madan Mohan Agrawal, professor emeritus from the Department of Sanskrit at Delhi
University. His work discusses pedagogical methods used by Svaminardyaha in the
Vacanamfta and compares them with those of other sacred texts. Focusing specifically on the
question-and-answer dialogue within the Vacan@m[ta, he elaborates on its distinctive features
and demonstrates the nuances of SvamindrayaRa's usc of questioning to convey teaching. The
article demonstrates that Svaminarayafa's use of learning through questioning introduces

novel features while remaining committed to the UpaniSadic pedagogic style.

This issue then concludes with Dr. Swami Aksharananddas' piece on "The Art of
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Upholding Nivrtti in Pravrtti and Pravrtti in Niv[tti: Reconciling the Dichotomy Between Two
Forms of Dharma." In analyzing SvamindrdyaNa's understanding of pravftti dharma and
nivftti dharma, the work reconsiders the prima facie rapture between prav(tti and niv[tti. In
doing so, it elaborates how, according to Svaminardyana, it is possible not only to have nivrtti

in prav[tti and prav[tti in nivrtti but also for both pravrtti and nivltti to share equal merit. The

work continues by exploring the sociological and interpretive significance of understanding
pravltti and niv[tti in the proposed manner.
The bi-annually journal is a great wealth of our nation and depicts the nectar of Indian

philosophy. The scholar may contact the editor to collect the valuable your journal via email-

journal@research.baps.org.
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